16/ 05/ 1997

Stress quality, medicine producers told

| POH, Thurs. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said quality
must be stressed in pharmaceutical product manufacturing in efforts to
pronote the industry locally.

To push Mal aysi a towards becomni ng a devel oped nation, the industry mnust
produce quality tested and proven products, he said.

For ei gn substances, he said, must not be used in the preparation of
pharmaceutical products as it would result in low quality.

"When consuners buy the products, they expect quality and what is
witten on the | abel," he said when opening the Safire Pharnmaceuticals (M
Sdn Bhd factory at the Pharmaceutical Park in Bandar Seri |skandar, 50km
fromhere. "If they do not get what they expect, they will not be
satisfied".

Dr Mahathir said the industry nust strive towards achieving the | SO
quality standards to conpete in the international market.

Conmrendi ng Perak for providing facilities to manufacture and narket
traditi onal nedicine al ongsi de Western nedicine, he said it was well known
that traditional medicine was effective and coul d cure nal adi es.

"Before the introduction of Wstern nedicine, we usually turned to
traditional nedicine for our ailnents," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was di sappointing that traditional remedi es had not
been tested for quality and effectiveness. U ging that an anal ysis be nade
on these nmedicines to ensure their effectiveness, he proposed that "blind
tests" be conducted on several people with sanples of traditional
nmedi ci ne.

"These peopl e should not be infornmed of the kind of nedicine
adm ni stered to them " he said. "This way, we can conpare results and
anal yse the nedicine's effectiveness and | earn about its conposition."”

Dr Mahathir said if Ml aysia wanted to pronote the pharnaceuti cal
i ndustry, it nust be done properly.

He hoped the pharmaceutical industry could be expanded to include |oca
her bal nedi ci ne.

At a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said although traditiona
medi ci ne was accepted in the country, there was still no standard to
verify its effectiveness as a cure.
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