11 DEC 1997
Hi sharmuddi n-Unity
STRONGER UNI TY AMONG UMMAH | N STAVI NG OFF EXTERNAL THREATS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 11 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth today sought stronger
unity and resolve anong the unmmah in staving off the chall enges posed by
external threats notivated by a desire to divide, subjugate and ridicule
the Muslim world.

Umo Youth International Affairs Council chairman Datuk Hi sharmuddin Tun
Hussein said today globalisation had brought increasing attenpts by the
western secular nedia to portray all Mislins as extrem sts and
fundanental i sts wi thout deep understanding of the faith.

The novenent, realising the challenges faced from a gl obalised world
supported Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's call for the
Musl im nations to accept the challenges posed, he said in the statenent,
her e.

He said that for the unmmah to be a major player in global change, they
had to address their own internal problens |ike poverty, illiteracy,
backwar dness and despoti sm which "serves to shackle our respective
nations."

The vast devel opnents in technol ogy and gl obalisation, he said, had
reshaped the contours of global comerce and information, |eaving 'closed
societies at a distinct disadvantage.

Hi shamuddin said that in rekindling the Islamc culture of endeavour,
tol erance, noderation and pragnatism the true spirit of a
know edge- pursuant conmunity needed to be instilled.

He also said that with unity, Islam c nations could seek to bal ance the
threats of financial speculators, business nonopolies, articul ate coherent
and powerful positions on human rights, environment and the role of
religious faith in public life. -- BERNAMA

WVH JK



	STRONGER UNITY AMONG UMMAH IN STAVING OFF EXTERNAL THREATS (Bernama 11/12/1997)

