12/ 05/ 1997

Struggl e has not ended, PMtells Umo

IN A speech marki ng Umo's 51st anniversary yesterday, its president and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad called on party | eaders and
menbers to uphold the spirit that has prevail ed since Umo was born in
1946 in meeting today's chal |l enges.

He said while the issues facing the party may differ now, the basic
struggl e remains. "The struggle of the Mal ays has not ended.”

Dr Mahathir urged the party to work hard to hel p check social problens,
hi ghl i ghting corruption as one of them

"The spirit and unity shown by party nenbers 51 years ago is the best
weapon to overcone any obstacle that could threaten the survival of the
Mal ays in future," he said in his keynote address at a gathering at Putra
Wrld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunmpur to celebrate the party's 51st year.

The cel ebrations began with a flag-raising cerenony foll owed by the
opening of the Umo Gallery and a forumon the history of Umo.

Tracing the progress that the party, the Ml ays and the country have
made in the 51 years since Umo was forned, Dr Mahathir told his audi ence
of the inportance of history.

"W shoul d know hi story because it guides us as to which direction we
are to go. If we don't know where we conme from it will be difficult for
us to determ ne where we are going," he said.

Dr Mahathir added: "It is possible that we think we are advancing but in
truth we are nmovi ng backwards, because we don't know that it was our
starting point. Therefore, history plays an inportant role in a nation. A
nation that does not know its history cannot possibly attain devel opnent.

"Those who ignore the | essons of history may be condemmed to repeat the
m st akes of history over and over again".

And history, Dr Mahathir said, shows that the country has nmade much
progress and is on its way to becone a "giant", he added.

"If we are small and want people to know of our existence, we will have
to shout out |oud. However, if we are giants, we don't have to shout. Al
we have to do is stand and people will know we are there.”

The Umo president, in illustrating how far Ml aysia has progressed,
recounted his experience while attending a recent di al ogue anbng African
countries. During the sessions, he said, the African | eaders and officials
wer e usi ng Bahasa Mal aysi a words such as "terinma kasi h" (thank you).

"Qur | anguage has reached Africa. It is not because we shouted to be
recogni sed but because we are cl ose to becom ng gi ants.

"Due to our achievenents, people |learn our language. If we are a
devel oped nation - with high intellect, having created products that are
known by others, able to produce things that we now only buy fromothers -
we won't need to ask others to | earn our |anguage. People would want to
| earn and seek us.

"It is not just about |anguages. What is inportant is a nation that can
reach a level so that it can be respected by others,"” Dr Mahathir said.

The inmportant thing, he stressed, is to have the confidence that
what ever anot her person does, "we can also do, and do it better."

Dr Mahathir remi nded the party that Ml aysia was different when it was a
colony or even when it achieved its i ndependence after sonme 400 years of
bei ng col oni sed.

"(Mal aysia) was a nation that was | ooked down upon. We were | ooked
extrenmely down upon by other nations... because of our |evel of



achi evenent .

"W were fishermen, farmers and a few (of us) governnent servants. There
were none that were of high education, no professors. Probably only one
with a Bachelor's degree," he said.

He added that after being col onised by the Portuguese, Dutch, British,
Japanese and even the Thais, it was as though the country was non-
exi stent.

"W were a colony. A nation of no status, so nuch so that everyone and
anyone coul d have col oni sed us. And that was our nentality. W accepted
the fact that we woul d be col oni sed forever. That was why the MacM chael
Treaty between the British and the Malay Rulers stated that we will be
under the British rule “as long as there is the sun, the noon and the
stars'. Until the end of the world, would we be a nation col oni sed

"I't never crossed our minds to include in the treaty that once we are
capabl e of ruling our own country, we can ask for independence."

He added that feelings of being threatened and of self-awareness only
started when the British forned the Mal ayan Uni on. The awareness that had
formed Umo was to di spose of the Mal ayan Union

Dr Mahathir also said that with capable | eaders, the country did not
succunb to extrenme nationalismlike other nations at that tinme.

"Extrene nationalismcaused sone countries to |liberate the country of
all forns of colonisation. They nationalised all estates, mnes and
forei gn hol di ngs.

"However, they could not afford to maintain the upkeeping and therefore
the economy of the countries deteriorated. In Mlaysia, we did not
nationalise but in turn encourage foreign investnents," he said.

On the party's struggles, the Umo president said the objectives differ
fromtinme to tine. There is need, therefore, to adjust.

"A nation that can stand as tall... as the other nations in the world.
That is our aim And that is why we have our Vision 2020," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the struggles of Malaysia today is different fromthe
struggles in 1946. The main struggle nowis to devel op not only the nation
but to avoid deterioration of the society.

"Umo's focus nowis to conbat social ills, including corruption and the
moral crisis facing some of its youths. Al though these ills are not
serious yet, they have to be attended to,"” Dr Mahathir said.

( END)
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