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Mahat hi r - Proj ect s
STUDY ON NEW PRQJIECTS TO LOOK AT | MPORT | MPLI CATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the governnment has deferred the inplenentation of new projects to
study their inplications on the econony in the wake of the depreciating
Ri nggit.

"We are studying all new projects to see their inplications in terns of
inmports,” he said in response to a question on what other new projects
needed to be put off tenporarily due to the current currency problem

Last Thursday Dr WMahat hir announced that three big projects had been
delayed in their inplenentation due to the Ringgit problem The projects
are the RML3.6 billion Bakun hydro-eletric danme project in Sarawak, the
Kual a Lunpur Linear Cty project here and the northern region international
airport project in Kuala Mida, Kedah

Asked whet her the other new projects to be deferred had been announced
he said: "Not yet, we have many infrastructual projects |ike roads,
expressways and others to reduce congestion in the cities, for exanple.”

He said the governnent would give the approval only if it felt sure
that the country would not be burdened with inports

Asked whet her the inplenentation of the new governnment administrative
centre project in Putrajaya would be affected, Dr Mihathir said Putrajaya
was to be devel oped in stages.

"Putrajaya will not be built in a day because all these projects take
time, we do it when we have the noney, if we don't have the noney, we
won't," he said.

On whet her the highlands project would be deffered too, he said that at
the nmonent the governnent had not received the enviromnental inpact
assessnent report.

"W will have to wait, we are very patient you know," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he was not satisfied with the |ocal content
in infrastructural projects.

Asked whether the inplenentation of the new governnment administrative
centre project in Putrajaya would be affected, Dr Mahathir said Putrajaya
was to be devel oped in stages.

"Putrajaya will not be built in a day because all these projects take
time, we do it when we have the noney, if we don't have the noney, we
won't," he said.

On whether the highlands project would be defered too, he said that at
the monent the governnent had not received the environmental inpact
assessnent report.

"W will have to wait, we are very patient you know, " he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that he was not satisfied with the |ocal content
in infrastructural projects.

"That's why we are looking into this. Everyone said they need new
tractors, excavators, and all that, now we want to reduce (new inmports) to
the mnimm" he said.

Asked the extent of the reduction, he said: "If we cannot (achieve) 100
per cent, then 99 per cent."

On the inplenmentation of the Kuala Lunmpur international airport project
in Sepang, Dr Mahathir said this was an inportant project because it would
contribute to the country's econoni c expansi on

He said that with the reserve land at the new site, the airport could
cater for expansion for the next 50 years. -- BERNAMA
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