22/ 06/ 1997

Study on raising nunber of niddle-class Bum puteras

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government is studying several proposals aimed at
i ncreasi ng the nunmber of m ddl e-class Bumi put er as.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid they included
several privatisation projects which would see greater participation of
Bum put er as.

He sai d the nunber of m ddl e-class Bum puteras, especially anong
entrepreneurs, was still inadequate, adding that efforts taken so far had
not been that successful

Anwar was speaking at the Ml ay Chanber of Conmerce Ml aysia's annual
di nner tonight.

Anong t hose present were Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smail and the chanber's newy el ected president, Tan Sri Tajudin Ranii.

Anwar said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had al so
directed Umo, State governnents and the Cabinet to give enphasis
onproduci ng nore m ddl e-cl ass Mal ays.

"I have net with several corporate | eaders to di scuss ways to ensure
this aimis achieved.

"The co-operation fromnon-Bum puteras in the private sector would al so
be sought as it would be wise for all quarters to ensure the vibrant
econom ¢ devel opnent benefits everyone".

He al so rem nded governnent departnments and agenci es that whil e neasures
to liberalise the policies were carried out, they nmust not result in
m ddl e-cl ass Buni puteras being | eft out of the mai nstream devel oprent.

Touching on the role of the chanber, Anwar said its agenda nust be
continued, especially those on eradication of poverty and uplifting the
standard of m ddl e-cl ass Mal ays.

Later, Anwar wi tnessed the | aunching of the Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad's
scholarship fund initiated by the chanber.

The fund, named after its former president who died in a heliocpter
crash on March 4 this year, started with a sumof RWM250, 000 - being the
proceeds fromthe dinner.

A play titled Anak Tanjung, based on the work of national |aureate Datuk
Noor di n Hassan, was al so staged.
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