05/ 05/ 1997
St udyi ng proposal to whip first time escapees

M m Syed Yusof

GRI K, Sun. - The National Dadah Council is studying the proposal by Prine
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad that those who escape from dadah
rehabilitation centres for the first time be subjected to mandatory

whi ppi ng.

Deputy Home M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayub said that once
compl eted, the proposal would be submtted to the Attorney-Ceneral before
the Cabi net approves it for tabling in the Parlianent.

He said the proposal had been included in the proposed anendrments to the
Drugs Dependants (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act 1983.

He said earlier it was proposed that only second-tine escapees be
whi pped but Dr Mahathir had wanted the first tine escapees to be al so
whi pped because of the seriousness of the situation.

Megat Junid, who was speaking to reporters after opening a seninar on
parental gui dance organi sed by the Umo Gik division said Dr Mahathir was
concerned because the Governnment had spent a | ot of nopney on
rehabilitating the dadah addi cts.

"The addi cts have degraded thensel ves, shaned their parents and country,
and rmust, therefore, face the consequences.

"If they do not appreciate our efforts to rehabilitate them they have
to be punished," he said, adding that other anendnents to the Act were
still being studied.

O her anendnents include whipping for staff of rehabilitation centres
and prisons caught for supplying dadah.

Megat Junid al so said there was no other country whi ch had such a system
wher e dadah addi cts were sent to rehabilitation centres.

"But in Ml aysia we have a systematic rehabilitation programre for the
addi cts because we are a caring society,"” he said.

Megat Junid al so said the Home M nistry had directed commandants of
dadah rehabilitation centres to transfer out inmates suspected of dadah
trafficking within the centres.

He, however, said i nmates suspected of trafficking nust be interrogated
and i nvestigated before they were transferred out to other centres.

He said this was to ensure the safety of other inmates and also to
prevent a recurrence of the recent riot at the Perlop dadah rehabilitation
centre near Lasah in Sungai Siput.

Hundreds of inmates went on a ranpage and set abl aze two buil di ngs
during the incident |ast Wdnesday night and 16 of the 551 i nmates took
advant age of the situation and escaped.

To date police have arrested 12 of the inmates. The manhunt is being
carried out by the police and Police Field Force with the hel p of tracker
dogs.

Megat Junid said the riot at Perl op happened because three of the
i nmat es were suspected of trafficking dadah and had been brought to the
police for questioning.

"The m stake happened when the police released the i nmates and said they
could return to the centre

"As an act of retaliation, perhaps because of the questioning by the
police, the inmates rioted," he said, adding that the incident would not
have occurred if the i nmates had not been rel eased or sent to another
centre.

Megat Junid also said it was inportant to cross-exani ne i nmates



suspect ed of dadah trafficking to ascertain the source of supply and to
ensure that the centres were not used to distribute dadah.

He al so said i nmates who had conpl eted their two-year rehabilitation
period and rel eased woul d be placed under strict police supervision for
two years for easy nonitoring of their activities.
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