21/ 08/ 1997
Submit route for East Coast highway, consortiumtold

Azran Aziz

KUANTAN, Wed. - The consortiumselected to construct the RM3.5 billion
East Coast Hi ghway was today asked to submt the finalised route of the
project to the State Government so that inmedi ate steps could be taken to
acquire the affected | and.

Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk Hasan Arifin said today a delay in the |and
acqui sition exercise could further delay the inplenentation of the
project, which is viewed as a catalyst for the State's econonic grow h.

"State Secretary Datuk Abdul Ghani Sul ai man has witten to Wrks
M ni stry Secretary-General about the matter but until today the State Land
and M nes office has not received any response fromthe Ml aysi an M ni ng
Cor poration-led consortium" he said.

Al'so in the consortiumare United Engineers (M Bhd and MID Capit al
Ber had.

Hasan was speaking to reporters after the State executive counci
nmeeti ng which was chaired by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaakob.

The Land and M nes director, he added, had only received a request from
the consortiumto undertake survey works on the affected | and but not for
acqui si tion purposes.

Hasan, who is also State Industries and Basic Anmenities Comm ttee
chairman, said the State Governnent was prepared to give full co-operation
to the consortiumlike the issuing of Certificate of Urgency to speed up
the |l and acqui sition exercise.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said last nonth that the
construction of the 336km hi ghway, which was supposed to start in the
m ddl e of this year, would be carried out after negotiations between the
Econom ¢ Pl anning Unit and the consortiumwere concl uded.

It will be developed in two phases, |inking Karak and Kuantan in the
first phase and Kuantan and Terengganu in the second phase.
I n anot her devel opnent, Hasan said Petronas was still conducting a study

on the proposed dedicated railway |ine between here and Kerti h,
Ter engganu.

In announcing the project after opening the WR G ace Packagi ng and
Silica plants in Gebeng on March 17, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Petronas and KTM Bhd woul d di scuss the inplenmentation of the
proj ect.

Dr Mahathir said the dedicated railway |line project was deened necessary
because the Governnent intends to build a newrailway track |inking the
west and east coast.

Hasan added that work to expand Kuantan Port woul d al so proceed.
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