29/ 12/ 1997
Successful Orang Asli urged to help comunity

Sufi Yusoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Orang Asli needs nenbers of their conmunity who
have been successful in various fields to return and help i nprove the
l'iving standards of the comunity.

Sul ong Ngobat, an Orang Asli and active nmenber of the Gonbak 12th Mle
4B Yout h Movenent, today said not many successful Orang Asli nenbers were
willing to return

"They play a very inmportant role as those who have been exposed to life
outside their conmunity can help the rest.”

He said this when net at the Koperasi Kancil Ms Berhad' s annual genera
nmeeting here. Sulong, an adm nistrative assistant at the Police
Department, is al so a KKMB nenber.

The majority of KKMB nenbers are Orang Asli.

Sul ong said nost Orang Asli who had becone professionals or governnent
of ficers received schol arshi ps and other forns of assistance fromthe
Gover nment .

"The schol arships are intended to help i nprove the community's living
standard. It defeats the whol e purpose when those who are successful do
not return to help their comunity," he said.

Meanwhil e, he also called on the KKMB to "think commercial" in their
ventures to inprove the welfare of the Orang Asli, adding that the
professional Orang Asli could also I end their support by providing input
to the KKMVB

"W al ready have skilled workforce in furniture maki ng. Perhaps j oint
ventures with successful conpanies can be established so that we can
i nprove the quality and marketing of our goods.

"W need to think comrercial if we want to progress and our people need
to be exposed to nodern ways. We used to look for rattan to sell to
furniture manufacturers. That cannot continue. W need to devel op that
rattan and turn it into sonmething of added val ue. ™

He called on KKMB to teamup with established corporations to devel op
the tourist conplex at Tasik Cini. He al so appeal ed to the professiona
group within his community to heed Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s call to those who have nade it inlife to "give sonething back"
to society.
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