14 DEC 1997

SUMWM T: MAHATHI R HOSTS | NFORVAL DI NNER FOR ASEAN LEADERS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad hosted an informal working dinner for heads of state and governnment
and top officials of Asean at the Pal ace of the CGol den Horses Hotel, here,
toni ght.

The Asean | eaders are here to attend their second informl sunmt
starting tonorrow.

The neeting will also involve talks between the Asean |eaders and their
counterparts from China, Japan and South Kor ea.

The | eaders who attended the dinner tonight were Brunei's Sultan
Hassanal Bol ki ah, Laotian Prinme Mnister Khantay Siphandone, Myannmar's
Seni or General Than Shwe, Philippine President Fidel Ranps, Singapore Prine
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong, Thai Prime Mnister Chuan Leekpai and Vietnanese
Prime M nister Phan Vam Khai .

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas represented President Suharto,
who cancelled his trip here on doctors' advice.

Al so present were Asean secretary-general Datuk Ajit Singh and the
wi ves of the leaders, including Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhanmed Ali. --
BERNANMA
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