15/ 12/ 1997

Suharto expresses regrets to Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - President Suharto of Indonesia is recuperating from
fatigue and expressed regrets for not being able to attend the second
Asean informal summt here fromtonorrow.

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas who arrived here this norning
said he had handed a letter from Suharto on this to Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

"The President has begun recuperating fromthe recent |ong journey and
doctors have told himnot to nake any tiring journeys," he told reporters
after nmeeting Dr Mahat hir this norning.

Al at as said Suharto had been preparing to participate actively in the
informal summit which the President regarded as an i nportant event.

"That it coincides with the 30th Asean anni versary makes the summit even
nore inportant.”

Al atas said Suharto's condition was |largely due to fatigue.

He said the president "l ooked well" when he appeared on |ndonesian
t el evi si on yest er day.

I ndonesia's State Secretariat M nister Miurdi ono was quoted on Friday on
in Jakarta as saying that Suharto would not attend the summit as he had
been advi sed by his doctors to cancel the trip as it would be too tiring
for him
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