15/ 12/ 1997
Suharto needs to rest: Al atas

Fauzi ah Ismail; Adeline Ong; Sreerena Banoo; Asiah Bujang

| NDONESI AN Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas conveyed the regrets of President
Suharto to Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned for
bei ng unable to attend the second Asean Informal Summit which began
yest er day.

"In fact he (President Suharto) is recuperating fromthe trips he nade
to South Africa, Vancouver and Saudi Arabi a.

"Doctors told himnot to go on strenuous journeys both in and out of the
country.

"So it was with deep regret that he had to decide not to cone to the
summt neeting. In fact, everything was prepared for himto come and he
knew it was an inportant summit which al so coincides with the 30th
anni versary of Asean," he told reporters after holding bilateral talks
with Mal aysi a.

On I ndonesi a's agenda for the summt, Al atas said that while Indonesia
had no specific itens to propose, President Suharto - had he been here -
woul d have "participated actively in all the issues to be raised including
wi th heads of governnents of the three East Asian countries"”.

He added that Indonesia nmay propose for greater cooperation anobng Asean
countries especially "at these tines when all of us are facing difficult
times, financially".

On the outl ook of the Indonesian econony, he said the econony "is stil
bei ng battered as far as the currency is concerned but it is rmuch nore a
question of psychol ogical thing rather than econonic and we hope that it
woul d soon strai ghten out and hope that it would inprove very soon"

( END)
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