20/ 12/ 1997

Sunmi t deci sions nmust be inpl enented quickly

KEPALA BATAS, Fri. - To overcone the current econom c problens in the
Asean regi on, decisions nmade at the recent Second Asean Informal Sunm t
must be i npl enented as soon as possible, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d today.

He said his mnistry, playing the role of co-ordinator for the summt
and several neetings with Asean's three Northeast Asia trading partners,
woul d i mpl enent nost of the proposals and agreenents during the first few
nont hs of next year.

"Al'l Asean nenber nations will also expedite their efforts to ensure
success of the various neasures to overcone the current econonic
probl ens. "

"On our part, my mnistry and other government agencies, including the
International Trade and I ndustry Mnistry and the Finance Mnistry would
hold foll owup nmeetings," he told reporters after perform ng Friday
prayers at the Jam ul al -Badawi nmosque here.

Abdul | ah said the nove to expedite the execution of nost of the
deci si ons and agreenents nmade during the sumrmit and between Asean nations
and China, Japan and South Korea, was in line with Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's call for a snoother and faster inplenentation
of the efforts.

"Dr Mahathir said the current econonic problens were enornmous and coul d
deteriorate quickly."

"Therefore, it is inperative all efforts be expedited and carried out
effectively," he said.

He al so said that his nministry would soon subnit a report on the outcone
of the various neetings during the sunmt to the Cabinet.
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