09/ 12/ 1997
Sumit with “Asian giants' conming at a crucial tine

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon - The Second Asean Informal Summt schedul ed for Dec 14-
16 will see the group's nine nenbers neeting with | eaders of the three

| argest economies in Asia for the first time and in a period when they are
striving to instil confidence in the region currently bogged down by
econom ¢ probl ens.

Chi na, Japan and South Korea will be represented by President Jiang
Zemn, Prime Mnister Ryutaro Hashinoto and Prinme M nister Koh Kun at the
Asean+3 neeting, Foreign Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir
Mohamad said at a Press briefing today at the mnistry.

"Both the Asean Informal Summit and the Asean+3 neeting cones at a very
inmportant tine in the sense that the region is facing nmany problens. So
this is an opportunity for Asean to discuss (the problens) at summit |evel
and pick up issues of conmon concern for the Asean+3 neeting," Abdul Kadir
sai d.

He said Asean is scheduled to neet the three economic giants together
after the regional grouping holds its neeting on the norning of Dec 15.

There will be a Press conference by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad as host of the sunmmit.

On the nmorning of Dec 16, there will be three back-to-back Asean+l
meeti ngs between Asean and China, then with Japan and foll owed by one with
Sout h Kor ea.

"Again there is no formal agenda but the general thene will be Asean's
relations with the three countries in the 21st century. Under this we
coul d discuss principles governing rel ati ons, economi c i ssues, investnent,
t echnol ogy, econoni c devel opment and stability and Asean co-operation with
the three countries,” Abdul Kadir said.

He said as the five neetings are informal there was no formal agenda but
they were inportant as they woul d take place in a climte of economc
probl ens and depreciating currencies in the region.

"The sunmmit will be special in that it will commenorate the 30th
anni versary of the founding of Asean and therefore the neeting will al so
be known as the Asean Commenorative Sunmit. It will also accept the Asean
2020 Vi sion plan,"” Abdul Kadir said.

He said the sunmt was also inportant in that Asean nenbers, China,
Japan and Sout h Korea woul d be attending the second Asi a- Eur ope Meeting
(Asen) next April in London and the informal sunmit will provide an
opportunity for themto discuss the Asemforumand the inpact of
gl obal i sati on.

"Some of the subjects to be discussed include prospects for East Asia,
Asi a- Europe rel ations, the currency issue and further co-operation in the
Mekong Basin," Abdul Kadir said.

Asked if the issue of Canmbodi a woul d be di scussed, he said the Foreign
M ni sters of Indonesia, Philippines and Thail and woul d update | eaders on
the situation in Canbodi a.

"Canmbodia is not involved in this neeting. No invitation has been
extended to the country. However, there will be plenty of opportunities
for Asean Foreign Mnisters to discuss Canbodia," Abdul Kadir said.

Foreign Mnistry director-general for Asean, Datuk Abdul Myjid Khan, who
was al so present, said that after the Asean heads of Governnment neet there
woul d be a signing of a nenorandum of understanding on the setting up of
the Asean Foundation and this would be foll owed by Dr Mahathir's |aunch of



an Asean commmenorative book entitled Asean: One Regi on, One Vision.

He said the MoU woul d be signed by the Foreign Mnisters of Asean and
the foundati on woul d be for intra-Asean co-operation in education,
schol arshi ps, devel opnent of human resources and the eradication of
poverty.

Dr Mahathir will host a dinner for the heads of Governnent on Dec 15
which will also be attended by United Nations secretary-general Kofi Annan
who will be visiting the country.

There will also be a cerenpbny to recognise the signatories of the
Bangkok Decl aration signed in 1967 and which set the founding principles
of the regional grouping.

Besi des the Asean heads of Government, about 1,000 del egates and a | arge
nunber of journalists will attend the sunmt.
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