14 DEC 1997

SUW T: LEADERS W LL REVI EW SI TUATION I N CAMBODI A, SAYS SI AZON

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Philippine Foreign Secretary Dom ngo
Si azon said today Asean |eaders neeting here will review the situation in
Canbodi a and | ook at the progress nmade by Asean in restoring political
stability in that country.

Speaki ng on the sidelines of the Second Asean Informal Sunmit, Siazon
said certain Asean menbers would like to see elections take place in
Canbodi a before nmaking any decision on its entry into Asean.

"The focus here is how to attain progress in restoring political
stability and noving towards the elections in 1998," he said.

The foreign mnisters of the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand are
charged with finding a role for Asean in restoring peace in Canbodia
following a coup in Phnom Penh last July which saw the ouster of its First
Prime Mnister Prince Norodom Ranariddh by Second Prinme Mnister Hun Sen.

Si azon al so said Asean would try to encourage nore Canbodi an opposition
Menbers of Parliament to participate in the National Assenbly.

He said: "I can say things are looking good. | think the group of 27
opposi tion Menbers of Parliament who went into Canbodia feel that they can
participate in the political process."

The informal summt kicks off tonight with a dinner hosted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. -- BERNAVA
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