18/ 03/ 1997
Super drive status for Cyberjaya devel opnent

Ram an Sai d

SEPANG, Mon. - Priority has been given for the acquisition of 750 hectares
here to all ow devel opnent of Cyberjaya, which fornms part of the Miultinedia
Super Corridor, to get off the ground, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msai d t oday.

He said the consortiumgiven the task of developing the city, Cyberview
Hol di ngs, had applied for a "certificate of urgency” order so that work on
the site could begin i nmediately.

The consortiumconprises the Miultinedi a Devel opment Corporation, Tel ekom
Mal aysi a, the Sel angor Governnent, Pernodal an Nasi onal Bhd and Ni ppon
Tel egraph and Tel ephone Cor p.

Anwar sai d the ground-breaking cerenony of the city, to be officiated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, would be held in md-My as
pl anned.

Expressing satisfaction that all plans for Cyberjaya, the intelligent
city designated for conpanies fornm ng part of the MSC, were progressing as
schedul ed, Anwar sai d:

"The need for infrastructure facilities like the dedi cated hi ghway,
express rail link, tel ecommunications, electricity and water supply has
been taken into account and their inplenentation is according to plan."

Anwar was speaking to reporters after chairing a co-ordination nmeeting
on the devel opnent of Cyberjaya at the Sepang District and Land O fi ce.

Anong t hose present were Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Miuhanmmad
Muhamrad Tai b, Chief Secretary to the Governnent Datuk Paduka Abdul Halim
Ali, MDC executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah and Town and
Country Pl anni ng director-general Datuk Zai nuddi n Muhamrad.

On when the city would be ready, he said conpletion of its various
conmponent s woul d be staggered between 1998 and 2000.

However, the basic infrastructure facilities and basic devel opnent woul d
be ready by next year.

"I will be nmonitoring the progress every two weeks. | have al so asked
the Sel angor CGovernnent and the Chief Secretary to the Governnment to
assi st in the devel opnent at their level."

The neeting had agreed to a few changes to the plans such as the
al i gnment of the highway and a few other infrastructure facilities, he
sai d.

On the response fromforeign conpani es towards Cyberjaya, the Deputy
Prime Mnister said it had been encouragi ng, adding that sone of themwere
only waiting for approval to start work at their designated sites.

The participation and response froml ocal conpanies, he said, were
equal | y encour agi ng.

Anong them are Tel ekom Mal aysi a, TV3, Pernodal an Nasi onal Berhad and
CGol den Hope. Telekomis slated to site its university's multinedia faculty
there while the rest will either have their headquarters or research and
devel oprment centres at Cyberj aya.

On whet her Cybervi ew Hol di ngs had encountered problens in acquiring the
| and, conmprising State | and and privat e-owned, Anwar said: "There is none.
On the price paid, it will be according to the valuation done by the
Val uati on Departnent."

On the overall cost of devel opi ng Cyberjaya, Anwar, who is al so Finance
M ni ster, said he was not that keen to put a price tag to it.

"This is because it can sonetinmes lead to confusion... like KLIA (Kual a



Lunpur International Airport), it is said to be RM0 billion although the
actual cost is not nmore than RMLO billion."

Anot her reason, he said, was because much of the cost woul d be borne by
Cybervi ew Hol di ngs and the private conpani es devel opi ng their headquarters

and factories in the city.
Later, O hnman said the devel opnent of Cyberjaya would now go "full steam

ahead", addi ng no maj or probl em had been encount ered.

He said the decision to accel erate the devel opnment was rmade due to the
great deal of interest shown by conpani es wanting to come into Cyberjaya,
where the first phase was initially schedul ed for conpletion only in 1999.

"It is also ainmed at instilling confidence anbng investors. They are a
bit inpatient because they see nothing is happening... actually lots of
t hi ngs are happening."

( END)
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