17/ 11/ 1997

Support Dr M says Nk Aziz

KOTA BARU, Sun. - Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said
Mal aysi ans must unite agai nst any attenpt by foreign powers to underm ne
t he | eadershi p.

He said no country had the right to interfere in Mal aysia's domestic
affairs.

Expressing support for the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
he said Pas opposed the nove by 34 US Congressnen asking the Prine
M ni ster to apol ogi se or resign because of his alleged "anti-Anerican and
anti-semtic" remarks.

Ni k Aziz, who is the party's Consultative Council head, said the US
could not be allowed to do as it pleased.

"Though there exist political differences between Umo and Pas, there
are tines when we have to support Ummo and vice versa," he told reporters
after opening a Perki mworkshop here.

Ni k Aziz said he was aware that sone quarters in Pas were not happy with
hi s deci si on.

"This is new (the support for Dr Mahathir) but the nenbers will
understand once the party explains to themthat we are doing it for the
country."

In Serenban, M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the party would
voice its support for Dr Mahathir at a Barisan Nasional suprene counci
meeting on Tuesday.

Speaking to reporters after officiating the TAFE Col l ege's fourth
convocation, he said the MC supported all decisions by the Prine
M ni ster.

In Mal acca, about 3,000 people turned up at the Kubu Stadi umlast night
to show support for Dr Mahathir's | eadership

Anong those at the function, organised by the State Patriotic
Associ ation, were Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin, association
presi dent Datuk Wng Akau and State Executive Councill ors.

In his speech, Abu Zahar said no foreigner should be allowed to neddl e
in the country's affairs.

"The action by these Congressnen is totally undenocratic and basel ess.
It is meant to hurt us and our |eaders,” he said.

Later at his residence, sone 500 Umo nenbers fromthe R mconstituency,
Il ed by State Assenmbl ynan Dol | ah At an and Sungai Ranbai State Assenbl yman
Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani, handed to Abu Zahar a nenorandum pl edgi ng their
support for the present |eadership.

In a rel ated devel opnent, sone 300 Ml aysi an Yout h Council nenbers |ed
by its president Datuk Suhaim Kamaruddin held a protest rally at the Ayer
Keroh Sports and Youth Conpl ex near here.

Suhaim said the council, which has nore than 1.8 nmillion nenbers, would
organise a mammoth rally if the US Governnent endorsed the resol ution.

The Institute of Engi neers Ml aysi a president Mohd Mazl an said | EM
counci|l passed a resolution supporting Dr Mahathir and t he Gover nnent.

"W consider it a setback and not a crisis because once the problens are
overcone, our country will be even stronger," he said at the | EM Perak
branch dinner in Ipoh |ast night.

I n Johor, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman said the State Umo was
solidly behind the Prine Mnister.

He said the State Umo |iaison committee menbers al so condemmed t he



attenpt by the Congressnen to interfere in Malaysia's internal affairs.
"W strongly object to their intervention in our denocratic system and
el ection process,"” he said after a liaison conmittee neeting yesterday.

He said the conmttee also criticised the Congressnen's clains of racial
discrinmnation in Mal aysia, adding that this was a ploy to stir racial
tension in the country.

( END)



	Support Dr M, says Nik Aziz (NST 17/11/1997)

