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Support Dr Mahathir in openly discussing |Islam

Jay Abdul | ah
| AMa MuslimMalay and proud to be one. | have, however, often been
troubl ed by issues regarding the interpretati on and adm ni stration of
Islamin this country. | have no forumby which | can openly discuss these
i ssues.

I was not encouraged to discuss themsince young, and if | do, | am not

only frowned upon but accused of blasphenming ny religion. There have been
many nonents when | becane very disheartened and disillusioned and | found
that many ot hers share ny concerns but suffer the sane fate.

Can you imagine my profound joy in finding that the | eader of ny
country, this courageous man of vision, openly discussing these issues
with the whol e nation as his audi ence?

If not for any other reason (and there are nany others), this al one has
earned Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad ny undying |oyalty
and support, not to nmention deep admiration. (Be assured, | amnot an Umo
menber or a nenber of the Governnent "establishnent".)

This is the first Malay Miusliml eader to have the courage and conviction
to chal l enge the so-call ed conventional w sdom

Islamis a tineless and universal religion, neither tinme nor geographic
specific, but many (and | do nean nany) have not allowed it to be so.

In the practice of our religion, there has been too much stress on form
and | ess on substance. W nust at all tines apparently be seen to be good
Musl i s (by whatever yardstick that is nmeted out) but whether indeed we
are substantively good Muslins, at heart and in practice, seemless
i mportant.

| can abide by fanaticismno matter how | amentable it is but | cannot
tol erate hypocrisy, saying one thing and doi ng anot her.

And | do whol eheartedly appl aud your statenment in your "Cther Thots”
colum on Sunday (Sept 7) when you said "Pas and the extrem st el ements
are able to do | ess damage to the peace and harnony of our multi-ethnic
and multi-religious society than the hypocrisy, reticence and inactivity
of Umo | eaders and nenbers”

Dr Mahathir deserves the support of everyone on this issue, not because
he is the Prine Mnister or the president of Umo but because he is right.
Jay Abdul | ah
Kual a Lumnpur
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