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Support efforts to fight graft, Dr Mcalls

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wants Umo | eaders to
support efforts to fight corruption in the Government and party although
action taken may involve their friends.

"We have to accept that we not only need to be clean but also | ook
clean, or else our credibility will be |ost.

"I hope the Suprenme Council menbers will give their full support, |ike
the Cabinet mnisters, to actions that have been and will be taken
although it may affect our friends," he said during a video conferencing
session fromLondon with Umo Suprenme Council menbers.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who is also Umo deputy
president, chaired the Suprene Council neeting for the first tine
yesterday. Dr Mahathir, the Umo president, is on a two-nonth vacation
si nce May 19.

Dr Mahathir said if the Governnent does not act now, the corrupt
el enents within the Governnment and the party will think that they are
pr ot ect ed.

"\What ever they have done, they may think that we will protect them This
is unhealthy for the party and the Governnent.

"I hope the Suprene Council nenbers will discuss this at the neeting.
This is very inportant,"” he said, adding that the nmeasures taken foll owed
di scussions with his deputy.

In response, Anwar said the matter was di scussed at |ength at the
meeting and the nenbers have pl edged their full support.

"After hearing all views, everyone agreed on the stand that stern action
is needed to tackle the corruption problem" he added.

When Dr Mahat hir asked whether the neeting addressed many probl ens,
Anwar said: "Not that rmany. However, we di scussed the measures that have
been taken to rid the party and Government of corruption.”

At the neeting yesterday, Primary Industries Deputy Mnister Siti Zainab
Abu Bakar was sacked in connection with the mssing RML.8 million fromthe
Wanita Umo accounts. Al so suspended fromthe party was Senator Habshah
GCsman, the novenment's forner secretary.

During the video conferencing, Dr Mahathir also said he visited the
Frazer- Nash Research Ltd's | aboratory in Leatherhead, south-east London,
and found that there are many i deas which Mal aysi a can adopt.

"I came here (Frazer-Nash) to see the research they are doing and | ook
into the possibility of us borrowi ng sonme of their ideas.

"They have nany things to show, npstly electronics such as electric car,
golf-cart... the one that nmay be of our interest to us is the display
| ayout for aircraft," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so said the conpany has nade i nprovenents to the Sol ar-
Baby, a sol ar-powered three-wheel er.

Earlier reports said that Frazer-Nash, Britain's former defence systens
and sports car naker, plans to set up a plant in Ml aysia to produce and
mar ket the solar-car this year

The conpany was said to have been negotiating with Fima Corp Bhd to set
up a joint venture.

"Tan Sri Basir Ismail (Fima Corp chairman) is also here with ne," Dr
Mahat hir sai d, adding that several other Ml aysian busi nessnen are
"acconpanyi ng" himon his vacation in London.

"There seens to be no privacy. | amsupposed to be here for holiday.



They forced me to work, so | amasking for nore days off," he said in
jest, adding that he was feeling fine and doing sone witing.
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