10/ 10/ 1997
Supreme council pledges full support for Dr M

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Tony Emmanuel ; Sufi Yusoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Ummo suprene council toni ght expressed its ful
support for the | eadership of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and gave its backing to his fight against currency nani pul ati on.

Deputy President Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahimtold reporters after the
council's nmonthly nmeeting that the party was fully confident that Dr
Mahat hir could continue to | ead the nati on and nanage its econony, despite
the depreciation of the ringgit.

"W are confident that the Prine Mnister can continue to |ead the
nati on and rmanage the current econonic and financial problens," Anwar
sai d.

The council also criticised the attenpts by the forei gn nedia and ot her
forces which tried to undernmine Dr Mahathir's credibility as Prine
M ni ster and hi s | eader shi p.

"Umo hopes that all quarters will not entertain attenpts to sidetrack
our concentration and priority to deal with the current econonic
probl ens, " Anwar said, adding that the econom c problens could be
effectively dealt with through unity in the party and Governnent.

Dr Mahathir, who chaired the neeting, said there was a possibility that
the Governnment woul d take action to overcone the depreciation of the
ringgit.

He said the Governnment had a strategy to overcone the problem However
the 1998 Budget proposals would not touch on the strategy.

Asked whet her the haze situation had affected relations w th Indonesia,
Dr Mahathir said it had not.

"Qur relations with Indonesia are unaffected."

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Zainal Ranpak has
been accepted as an Umo nenber, Dr Mahathir said tonight.

He said the party Supreme Council had unani nously deci ded to accept
Zai nal ' s appli cati on.

"Zainal was formerly a nmenber of DAP and (Parti Mel ayu) Semangat 46, and
for those who have been nenbers of other (political) parties, their
application has to be vetted and approved by the Supreme Counci l

"Toni ght, the Suprene Council has decided to approve his application,"
he told reporters after chairing the the council neeting at the Umo
headquarters at Menara Dato Onn, here.

Zainal's political involverment began in the 1960s when he joined the
Labour Party. In 1990, he joined S46 via Gerakan, Pekenas and DAP

He contested Parlianentary seats in four general elections on the
platformthat the | abour novenent should have its representative in
parlianent where | abour | aws are debated and made

He was el ected to the S46 Supreme Council on Aug 31, 1992, but gave up
the post on July 9, the foll ow ng year.
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