03/ 12/ 1997

Swi tch production to non-Iethal weapons: PM

IN ASPI RING to nmake the 21st century one of prosperity for the world,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad suggested yesterday a
reduction in manufacturing and sal es of conventi onal weapons, producing
i nstead t hose which are non-| et hal

Speaki ng at the opening of the Langkawi International Maritinme and
Aerospace (Lim) exhibition, Dr Mahathir said if the world believes in
prosperity as the weapon against war, they will not need the kind of
| et hal weapons currently produced and sol d.

"But, we will need weapons against crimnals, pirates, drug snugglers,
white slavery and the like ... not to kill thembut to paralyse them to
i mobi li se themfroma distance," he added.

Noting that |aser technology, blinding |ight and | oud expl osi ons have
all been invented and used effectively, he said nore can be done, such as
research on non-lethal but effective weapons.

"The non-1| et hal weapons can be used in bush fire wars, neutralising
| et hal weapons in the hands of warring parties or armed crimnals, for
expl oding mnes froma di stance and for self-protection.”

Therefore, a new arns industry can be created but the arns will not be
t hose that can cause nass destruction, he added.

"W will hold exhibitions to pronote the sal es of such weapons, of
aircraft which fight fires and cause rain to fall, of ways of creating
clouds and noving themto the right places to render deserts fertile, to
cool the atnmosphere, reduce humdity and cause snowfall.

"New weapons wi |l attack storns and hurricanes, cal mthe seas, generate
power and tame vol canoes and ot her catastrophes,” Dr Mahathir said, adding
that the production of such weapons nmay sound fanciful, but he is a great
believer in human i ngenuity.

"The next century should see a world bent on creating and sharing wealth
and resources for everyone.

"It isaninsult to civilisation that despite our intelligence and
resources, there are so many who still live in poverty and msery. W are
still in the Dark Ages,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Mai ntai ni ng that the next century will not be an "Asian Century", Dr
Mahat hir, however, said this does not nmean the region will not have a
vital role to play in ensuring peace and prosperity in the world.

He said Asia, particularly the Asia-Pacific region, is experiencing an
unprecedent ed peri od of peace and prosperity.

"There is also a growing trend and inclination anong regional states to
enhance di al ogue on political cooperation and cooperation for peace and
coexi stence," he said.

In addition, Asia is considered to be the nost dynamic region of the
world in ternms of economic growh, currency turmoil notw thstanding.

"The Asia we know today is vastly different fromwhat it was at the
begi nning of the current century.

"Some of the npbst dynami c econom es |ike China, Taiwan, South Korea and
Japan were once ravaged by war and fanine and were bereft of essenti al
t echnol ogi es and skills.

"But over the last quarter of this century, Asia has produced nore
econom ¢ grow h for nore countries than any other region in the history of
manki nd.

"I amconfident this trend will continue," he said.



Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahathir took two hours off his busy schedul e in Langkaw
to tour exhibition booths at the aerospace segnent of Linma '97.
Anmong those he visited were Airod, Bonbardier, Bristol Aerospace,
Eurocopter, TR Group of Compani es, Sapura, Kaman and Dai m er Benz.
Dr Mahathir also net up with Brunei Finance M nister Pengiran Jefri
Bol ki ah, who is in Langkawi for Lima '97.
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