01/ 08/ 1997

Syariah | aws: Rulers want study on uniformty

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Rulers' Conference has agreed that there should
be a uniforminplenentation of Syariah laws in all States but only after a
study has been conducted by a commttee under the Prinme Mnister's

Depart nent.

The Sultan of Perak, who was the Lord President before ascending the
Perak throne, will be the adviser to the conmittee.

"The conmmittee will study all aspects of the inplenmentati on and
enforcenent of Syariah laws," Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad told reporters after |aunching the I ndy 40 Enduro go-kart race and
receiving the challenge trophy - the Prine Mnister's Cup - at the Regent
Hot el

Syariah | aws had for decades been inplenented differently in various
States, especially on penalties for those who violate regul ations on
behavi our and marri age.

The npst recent controversy is the one surrounding three part-tine
nodel s who participated in the Mss Ml aysia Petite 1997 pageant in
Sel angor. They were charged under section 31 of the State Islanmic Crine
Enact ment for dressing indecently.

The three were al so charged in the Shah Al am Syariah Hi gh Court with
going against a fatwa (lIslamc ruling) of the Selangor Mufti, prohibiting
Musl i mwormen fromtaking part in beauty contests.

The case pronpted Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who
was acting Prinme Mnister during Dr Mahathir's absence, to call for
nmoderation in the inplenmentation of Syariah | ans.

Asked whet her the findings woul d be presented at the next Rulers
Conference, Dr Mahathir said: "Not necessarily the next Rulers' Conference

we wWill try to do it as soon as possible.”

Last Tuesday, Dr Mahathir, on returning honme fromhis two-nmonth | eave,
had said the proposal on the inplenmentation of uniform Syariah | aws woul d
be raised at the Rulers' Conference.

Dr Mahat hir said Kedah, which was not a nmenber of the Rulers' Committee
on Religious Affairs, had opted to wait for the findings before naking a
deci si on.

But Pahang, al so not a nmenber of the Rulers' Committee, had agreed to
t he proposal, he said.

"The agreenent by the Rulers' Conference would nmeke it easier for the
uni forminpl ementati on of Syariah |aws," he said, "but they are not
applicable to non-Muslinms. W will not force the |aws on them"

The Rul ers' Conference al so di scussed national policies, appointnents
and religious matters during the two-day neeting which ended today.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar attended the 176th neeting
t oday acconpani ed by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m

The Keeper of the Rulers' Seal, in a statenent later, said the Sultan of
Kedah chaired the neeting but did not el aborate.

Al'l the Malay Rulers were present except for the Sultan of Pahang, the
Raja of Perlis, the Sultan of Johor and the Sarawak Yang di - Pertua Negeri
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