30/ 09/ 1997

Tackl e probl em aggressively, Hi shanmuddin tells Indons

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Umo Yout h deputy head Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussei n
today, in expressing his concern for the environment, said that while
efforts were underway to expand use of forest resources, a neighbouring
country was destroying it with the hel p of Ml aysi an conpani es.

He said while Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir was in Cuba worKking
on expandi ng bi o-resources usage, the forests were being destroyed
el sewhere | eading to the current haze probl emenvel opi ng the region.

H shanmuddi n added as the Umo Youth deputy head, he nust take stock of
the current situation and would not hesitate to renind those involved to
clean up their act in tackling the haze probl em

"If the Indonesians are not aggressive enough in tackling the situation,
then it is ny responsibility to remind themto do so," he said after
| aunching the G 15 Banks for Medicinal and Aronmatic Pl ants synmposi um at
the Forest Research Institute i n Kepong.

Asked to coment on the | ack of co-operation for Malaysian fire-fighting
efforts in the Kalimantan forest, H shanmuddin said if it was true, then
he and Umo Youth woul d definitely be di sappoi nt ed.

On Friday, 78 Malaysian firemen and six soldiers were waiting for the
green light to get into Kalimantan to fight the forest fires, cited as the
mai n source of the haze bl anketing the region.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhad said that efforts
were underway to seek a higher |evel of co-ordination fromthe Governor of
Kal i mant an.

Regardl ess of the cause of the haze, he said everyone should take a
positive approach and find long-termstrategies to elimnate it.
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