17 DEC 1997
Senat e- Debat e
TACKLI NG CURRENCY CRI SIS VIA TW NNl NG PROGRAMVES

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 17 (Bernamm) -- A senator told the Dewan Negara today
that twinning and franchi se programmes between |ocal universities and
private institutions of higher I[earning could help tackle the financial
crisis.

Senat or Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman said local universities had the
capacity to offer the programes as their curriculum was on par with
foreign universities.

Such programes woul d enabl e students who failed to enter |oca
universities could still pursue their tertiary education locally, he said
when debating on the 1997 Finance Bill (Nunmber Two).

He said such programres would not incur high cost.

He said the franchi se programmes could be carried out by many private
institutions of higher learning in the east coast of Peninsular Mlaysia as
nost of the local universities are in the west coast.

He said Islanmic studies could also be pursued locally wthout having to
go to the West Asian countries as the curriculum of |ocal universities had
been acknowl edged to be conpatible with that of foreign universities.

Senator Kamilia |brahim said the government should consider giving tax
exenptions for parents who send their children overseas to pursue courses
not available |ocally.

Senator Datuk Dr T. Marimuthu urged the Education Mnistry to ensure
adequate infrastructure facilities in local institutions of higher |earning
to cope with the increasing nunber of students.

Earlier, the senators pledged their unani nous support for the
| eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad

The Dewan Negara will sit again tonorrow. -- BERNAMVA
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