01/ 03/ 1997
Tal ks to centre on Sungai Gol ok and Bukit Jel

Shar eem Anty

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Bilateral discussions over the demarcation of
Mal aysi a's and Thail and's common border will centre around the two main
areas of dispute - Sungai Gol ok and Bukit Jeli in Kel antan.

The Foreign Mnistry's secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad told
the New Straits Tines today that existing problens arose from geographica
feat ures which had changed since the original denmarcation agreenent,
call ed the Angl o-Si anese Treaty, was signed in 1909.

"I'n the case of the area around Bukit Jeli, there was sone di sagreenent
over the on-the-ground interpretation of the treaty. A streamthat had
been identified by the treaty as a marking point, for exanple, may have
dried up or changed course."

He said that Sungai Golok had simlarly changed its course over the
years, and that it had not been included during the |ast round of re-
surveyi ng because officials had found Mal aysi an and Thai villages on both
sides of the river

The villagers had built their homes to accombdate the course of the
river, although geographical changes neant they were technically living on
the wrong side of the border.

Kadir said both Governments had acknow edged t hese and other sinilar
probl ens as genui ne errors, and that the new agreenent to resolve al
demar cation di sputes would result in permanent markers that woul d remain
in place even if there would be further changes to the | andscape.

"W will need to re-survey Sungai Golok to deternmine features like its
deepest point or its centre. This night take a year, but in the nmeantine
both sides will decide in principle what will be used as a basis of
denar cati on.

"Mal aysia and Thailand will also rectify any corrections in existing
border fences or walls,"” he said, adding that both sides would resolve al
out st andi ng i ssues.

Yest erday, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said that Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and his Thai counterpart Gen
Chaval it Yongchai yudh had agreed that all disputes pertaining to the
demar cati on of the common border woul d be resol ved within 60 days.

He said since problens were only limted to a few areas, both countries
wer e confi dent about neeting the deadline.
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