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Tea for two on the Awana boar dwal k

Ahmad A. Talib

NASI RUDDI N | eft his wife and three children in Kuala Lunpur to earn a
l'iving el sewhere. The Penang-born Indian Miusli mnow | ooks after a nasi
kandar restaurant set up by his grandfather many years ago i n Langkaw .

The restaurant is located at the car park near the Beras Terbakar site
at Padang Matsirat, not far fromthe airport. Nasiruddin's restaurant is
known for its nasi kandar and roti canai. The teh tarik is not so good
unl ess you give specific instructions how you want it.

Nasi ruddi n has opened anot her shop at Pantai Cenang where the sandy
beach al ways beckons hol i daynakers to idle and dream Al so selling nasi
kandar, the second shop is just as popul ar even though Pantai Cenang
offers a wide variety of |ocal and international cuisine.

According to him his grandfather started selling nasi kandar in 1967
when Langkawi was nothing nore than an island of fishernmen.

H s uncl e's business has since flourished and seens to be expandi ng
rapidly. This would not have been possible without the deliberate neasures
taken by the Governnent to turn Langkawi froma sl eepy hollow to an
i nternational tourist resort.

Si nce Langkawi was given duty-free status 10 years ago, the island has
really flourished.

More infrastructure has been put in place and the island now has its own
share of millionaires after | andowners sold their Iand to busi nessnen
eager to gain a foothold on the | egendary i sl and.

Apart fromthe duty-free status, the island's other significant catalyst
for growh is the Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace
exhibition. First held under makeshift giant tents in 1991, Lima is here
agai n.

The brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Lima is
bei ng held on a nuch bigger scale this tine.

Hel d every two years in Decenber, the exhibition boasts of nore
participation in the maritime and aerospace industries. There are sone
not abl e absentees this year, such as the popul ar Russian fighters, the
Sukhoi and the M Gs.

Each time Linma is held, the island is turned into a supermarket selling
and providing all sorts of goods and services. Shops such as Nasiruddin's
enjoy roaring business while car rental operators can afford not to
solicit business as they have nore custoners than cars.

As | was enjoying ny nasi kandar, several ground handling crew nenmbers
of Malaysia Airports arrived at the shop ordering nasi bungkus and canned
drinks. | was lucky they cane a bit later. If they had arrived earlier,
I'd have to eat el sewhere

It's not just that the nasi kandar is popular at the restaurant.

Nasi ruddi n's own way of handling his custoners deserves prai se. He takes
the trouble to listen carefully to his custoners' orders, whether it's a
sinple teh tarek kurang manis or roti canai garing.

|'ve encountered many simlar restaurants where the waiters pay little
attention to their paying custoners. At one such restaurant - Restaurant
Akbar in Bangsar - one has to repeat the order for roti canai garing
before one gets it.

Hopeful ly, if and when Nasiruddin's restaurant expands as a result of
his success, he will not be |ike some of his nobre arrogant busi ness
col l eagues. There's a linmt to what custonmers can take.



Vel |, back to Lima. As al ways, the aerospace exhibition at the Mahsuri
International Exhibition Centre attracts a lot of visitors, particularly
those who have an affinity for the world of aviation

But the nost obvious success at this year's Lima is at the maritine
segnent being held at the Star Cruise jetty at Tanjung Ml ai. The
organi ser, Huswah Exhibition, involved in Lima for the first tinme, appears
to have done a good job with fairly good | ogistical arrangenents,
including a well -supported Press Centre.

The maritinme segnent is a favourite anmong visitors, the biggest
attraction being the four submari nes which have been berthing for the | ast
few days. A |l ong queue can be seen at the jetty as visitors wait their
chance enter the submarine

A new hotel, the Awana Langkaw Island Resort, offers a panoramc view
of the bay where yachts berth at the nmarina along with sail boats used by
international conpetitors to conpete in the Mal aysia Chall enge. At sunset,
the boardwal k is full of people enjoying the sights while at night, the
sound of the waves break the silence as coupl es wal k hand-i n- hand
declaring their lifelong comitnent to each other

I ndeed, the sea can be therapeutic. Tired m nds and bodi es shoul d
per haps make their way to the Awmana and sit on the railings along the
boardwal k. Even conplicated matters can be understood and resol ved here.

Wasn't it Khalil G bran who said: "Ajug of wine, a |oaf of bread, and
t hou beside ne, is paradise enough."”

Lima ends today and it'l|l be another two years before the macho sounds
of fighter aircraft rules the Langkawi airspace and the sailing boats
paint an idyllic, romantic picture at Tanjung Ml ai. Perhaps, by then,
Nasi ruddi n woul d have anot her nasi kandar restaurant.
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