25/ 03/ 1997

Tel enedi ci ne service by end of year

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Government hopes to inplenment all tel enedicine
projects by the end of the year or early next year, Director-Ceneral of
Heal th Tan Sri Dr Abu Bakar Sul ei man sai d today.

The Health M nistry would send the final report to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in June, he said after attending a denonstration
on "Tel emedicine in Qostetrics” progranme.

The i nmpl enent ati on woul d depend on the equi pnent and the facilities
avail abl e, he said, adding that two i nportant el enents of the application
wer e vi deo conferencing and tel e-radi ol ogy.

Tel enedi ci ne enabl es the exchange of information on health and health
services the world over.

Dr Abu Bakar said the ministry would use the nodel s of several devel oped
countries in the inplenmentati on of tel emedicine, including the costs which
had to be borne by the patients.

He added in the United States, hospitals practising tel enedicine clained
the costs fromthe patients and i nsurance conpanies but in Australia, the
costs were difficult to ascertain because they varied according to the
areas or States.

Earlier, he opened the Kuala Lunpur Hospital's day-care obstetrics unit
and obstetrics and gynaecol ogy training centre. - Bernanma
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