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Tel enedi ci ne
TELEMEDI Cl NE SERVI CE BY YEAR END

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- The governnent hopes to inplenment
all the telenedicine projects by the end of this year or early next year,
Director-General of Health Tan Sri Dr Abu Bakar Sul ei nan said today.

The Health Mnistry would send the final report on the matter to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhamad in June, he told reporters after
attending a denonstration on the "Telenedicine in Cbstetrics" programe,
here.

Everyt hi ng woul d depend on the equipnent and the facilities avail able,
he said, adding that two inportant elenments of the application were video
conferencing and tel e-radi ol ogy.

Tel enedicine is one of the Miltimedia Super Corridor (MSC) applications
whi ch enabl es the exchange of information on health and health services
fromall over the world.

Dr Abu Bakar said the ministry would use the nodels of severa
devel oped countries for the inplenentation of the telenedicine service
i ncluding on the costs which had to be borne by the patients.

He said that in the United States of America, for exanple, the
hospitals practising telenmedicine claimed the costs fromthe patients and
i nsurance conpanies but in Australia, the costs were difficult to ascertain
because they varied according to the areas or states.

Earlier, he opened the Kual Lunmpur Hospital's Day Care Obstetrics Unit
and Cbstetrics and Gynaecol ogy training centre. -- BERNAMA
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