29 JUN 1997
Medi ci ne
TEST YOUR OMN MEDI CI NE, MEGAT JUNI D DI RECTS MANUFACTURERS

KAMPAR, June 29 (Bernanm) -- The Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
M nistry has directed all nmanufacturers of pharmaceuticals to conduct
random tests on their products sold nationw de, for purity and efficacy.

Its minister, Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob, said today that
manuf acturers had been given until Aug 28 to produce test results on
sanpl es bought randomy from various outlets including sundry and
cof feeshops and those in the rural areas and Fel da schenes.

He said the order was nade following a nmeeting with nmanufacturers of
pharmaceutical s and ot her consuner products w dely used by the public, such
as cough syrups and application creans.

It was inportant to ensure these nedicines were genuine since many
peopl e never got well after spending a |ot of noney buying fake ones, he
said after opening the Kanpar Umo division del egates neeting here.

Megat Junid said there were about 11,000 types of nedicine registered
in the country of which between 10 and 15 of the nore popul ar brands were
oftenly faked.

He said manufacturers could display their genuine products as well as
fake countertypes during an exhibition to mark the national-level Wrld
Consuners Day scheduled to be launched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamed on Aug 28.

Megat Junid also directed nanufacturers to print posters of their
products and educating the public on how to tell fakes from genui ne brands.

He al so warned that producers of fake medicine would be dealt wth
severely once the sanple results had identified their nunbers in the
mar ket . -- BERNAMA
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