07/ 01/ 1997

Thailand to help check illegals fromentering

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - Thai Foreign M nister Prachuan Chai yasan said
tonight that his country woul d assi st Malaysia in checking foreign workers
fromentering Malaysia illegally.

"I amaware of the illegal workers problemand I will discuss with the
officials here how ny country can help,” he said in an interview upon
arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz airport for a three-day visit.

On hand to wel come hi mwere Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Leo M chae
Toyad and Thai ambassador to Mal aysia Dr Vi krom Koonpi r ochana.

Chai yasan was acconpani ed by his wife Tapti m Chai yasan and a 21- nenber
del egati on conprising senior Foreign Mnistry officials.

The visit is the first for himsince his appointnment by the new Prine
M ni st er Chaval it Yongchai yudh.

Asked whet her he was aware that many foreign workers were using bases
such as Narat hiwat and Takbai in Southern Thail and before being snmuggl ed
to Penghul u Chepa and Bachok in Kel antan and Besut in Terengganu, he said:

"I am aware but there are technical issues that both countries need to
address.”

During his visit, Chaiyasan will also call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and will hol d di scussions with Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi on bilateral, regional and international issues.

Anong the regional issues that will be discussed are the Asean-10 and
t he I ndonesi a- Thai | and- Mal aysi a Growt h Tri angl e.

As for bilateral relations, Chaiyasan said there were no probl ens
bet ween the two countri es.

"I would like to exchange views on regi onal co-operation wth Abdull ah,
since he holds the Asean chairmanship for this year's neeting to be held
here," he added.
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