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Thailand to tighten i ssuance of transit visas

THAI LAND has agreed to tighten issuance of transit visas to travellers in
efforts to assist Mal aysia overcone the problemof illegal entry through
that country. Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said Thail and
will stop issuing transit visas unless a traveller has concrete proof that
he can proceed to third countri es.

Thail and's commi tment was given by its Prine Mnister General Chavalit
Yongchai yudh during a nmeeting with Dr Mahat hir yesterday.

"W know we will have problemif Thailand i ssues such a visa to those
who cannot enter Ml aysia. W have to send them back," Dr Mahathir told
reporters in Kuala Lunpur after bidding farewell to Chavalit yesterday.

He noted that sone foreign visitors had abused the transit visa given by
the Thai authorities. "He (the visitor) asks for a transit visa, giving
the i nmpression that he can cone to Mal aysi a when he cannot," he said.

The transit visa is issued by the Thai authorities to foreign visitors
using that country as a transit point to other nations. Dr Mahathir said
Thailand only gives the transit visa and it is up to the visitor whether
or not to visit other places.

The issue surfaced followi ng the influx of Bangl adeshi imigrants who
entered Malaysia illegally through Thailand after obtaining transit visas.
Wth the | atest devel opnment, foreign visitors nust prove, anong others,
that they have travel tickets and noney before they are given transit
vi sas.

Last year, sone 26,000 Bangl adesh citizens who were awarded transit
visas by Thailand tried to enter Malaysia illegally. They were refused
entry and sent back to Thail and because of inproper travel docunents.

On plans for a tripartite nmeeting anong Bangl adesh, Thail and and
Mal aysi a on the probl em of Bangl adeshi illegal imrigrants in this country,
Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a had i nforned Bangl adesh of the nmatter during the
recent visit of its foreign minister.

Dr Mahat hir added Chavalit had told himthat he was happy with the two-
day visit and described it as a "successful one". He (Chavalit) net a | ot
of our businessnen during the visit. Fromthe Ml aysi an Governnment's
perspective, we discovered that Thailand' s new Governnent's stands are
still the sane," he added.

On the Mal aysi a- Thai | and border demarcation i ssue, Dr Mahathir said he
was told by Chavalit that he will try his best to settle it even though
deci sion on such a matter in Thailand has to be brought to Parlianent.

"Wile the border problemin Malaysia is resolved at Cabinet level, in
Thailand it has to be tabled in Parlianent for approval," he said.

Dr Mahathir said on the Mal aysi an side, the Ml aysi a- Thai | and bor der
probl em can be resol ved within 60 days.

Bernana reports: Senior Ml aysian and Thai officials have begun talks to
seek ways to resolve the problemof illegal entry of imrigrants at the
common border, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d.

"They have started the prelimnary rounds and will continue with further
di scussions to resolve this problem" he said after bidding farewell to
Thai Prinme Mnister General Chavalit Yongchai yudh at the Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport in Subang. Chavalit was in Malaysia for a two-day visit.

Abdul | ah described the tal ks as a good devel opnent as it showed that
i medi ate action had been taken even while the Thai Premier was still in
Mal aysi a.



Recent news reports stated that over 30,000 illegal immgrants are on
the Thai side of the border, awaiting to enter Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech at a dinner he hosted for Chavalit |ast
ni ght, expressed Mal aysi a's appreciation of the Thai government's efforts
to help solve the problem

Abdul | ah said he rem nded the Thai Foreign Mnistry Permanent Secretary,
Saroj Chavanaviraj, that Malaysia truly wanted to overcone the problemin
60 days as agreed to by both governnments in their tal ks yesterday.

Abdul | ah described Chavalit's visit as nost fruitful although he was
here only for a brief period.

"Alot was achieved in his two days here, which goes to show that both
| eaders have good under standi ng, " he added.
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