08/ 09/ 1997

Thai | and yet to deci de on boycott

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Thail and has not decided yet if it will boycott the
Asi a- Europe neeting next year if Myanmar's | eaders are not allowed to
partici pate.

Its Deputy Prime Mnister, Korn Dabbaransi, said he believed Asean woul d
arrive at a consensus on the matter followi ng reports that Britain mght
not grant visas to Myanmar nilitary |leaders to attend the neeting in
London.

"Thai |l and believes that Myanmar shoul d not be isolated; the country
shoul d be brought into the world conmunity."

Myanmar and Laos were officially accepted as Asean nenbers in July
despite objections by the United States and European countries over
al | eged hurman ri ght viol ations.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad recently stated that he
personally felt Asean shoul d boycott the neeting in London next year if
there was restriction to Myanmar's partici pation.

Korn, who is in Malaysia to accept the presidency of the Asia Badm nton
Conf ederation, was speaking to reporters after neeting his counterpart
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m

On whet her the specul ative attacks on several currencies in the region
was di scussed with Anwar, he said they did not touch on it.

"But | believe Asean will arrive at a joint position on nmeasures to
counter the attacks when the grouping's finance mnisters neet in Bangkok
(inthe mddle of this nonth)."
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