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Mahat hi r-Cent ury
THE " ASI AN CENTURY" WON T HAPPEN, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Wan A Hul ai mi

LONDON, Oct 22 (Bernamm) -- The "Asian century", which nmany in Asia
expect the next century to be, will not happen, according to Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad in a speech delivered here

Rat her, the 21st century should be "the century of the world" or a
singl e d obal Conmonweal th which exludes no one, he said in his speech read
out by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak at the United World
Col |l ege of the Atlantic here Tuesday.

He said Asians should not aspire to achieve an Asian century or to
all ow a new hegenonism even if they believed that the next century, only 26
nmont hs away, should be their century on the basis that it was Asia's turn
to be lord and naster.

Dr Mahathir was to have personally delivered his speech entitled
Asia's Place and Asia's Role in the Making of the d obal Commnweal th of
the 21st Century", but but could not make it as he is down with flu.

The prine minister said: "To those who think that it is noral and right
that an Asian century will conme to pass, | amsorry to burst their bubble.
| believe that the idea of the Asian century wal ks down the well-trodden
pat h of darkness".

Descri bing the nmuch-touted Asian century as a "mrage", he said the era
of Asian dom nance over planet earth would not dawn and added that the age
of inperialismwas dead and the tinme for hegenony had passed

"They nust be buried. And their burial should be cel ebrated
Imperialismis no less evil if it is Asian inperialism Hegenbnismis no
nore tolerable if it is Asian hegenpbnism Donination is no less a blight if
it is Asian dom nation.

"What we in Asia nmust work for in the 21st century is not the century
of Asia but the century of the world, a single d obal Commonweal th which
excludes no one, which includes all of humanity," Dr Mahathir said.

He advocated that the 21st century be a world populated by flourishing
responsi bl e, productive and sustai nabl e denocraci es di sti ngui shed by
remar kabl e standards of human rights and remarkabl e standards of human
responsi bilities.

It must also be a new world characterised by nutual respect, nutual
appreci ation, much greater consideration for the interest, feelings, values
and ways of others, he said.

The United World College of Atlantic, a private college, organises the
annual lecture series for the captains of the British industry.

Dr Mahathir said Asians' belief of the next century being theirs was
based on history where the 19th century was doni nated by Europe and the
20t he century by the United States.

On the outgoing 20th century, he said: "Is it not a shane that the
i mense prom se of the 20th century, so palpably felt a hundred years ago
was so frustrated and perverted?

He argued that the 20th century should have been the century of peace.
dedicated to the rejoicing of life but instead it had been the century of

nmegadeat h.

"In the 20th century, we could have done so much to abolish absol ute
poverty absolutely -- to wipe if off the face of the earth. Yet what do we
find?. Megam sery such as the world has never seen".

Dr Mahathir said he was not condeming the few thousand billionaires

who collectively had nore wealth than a few thousand nillion human beings,



many of whomto this day were starving to death or on the edge of
starvati on.

He said it was "politically correct” to adnmire people who had massive
fortunes at their command while there were those who said that the starving

mllions were best |left forgotten or relegated to the footnotes of history.
"But | must confess that | amnore than a little disconforted -- | feel
deeply and personally upset -- when | think of the three billion

i nhabitants of this planet who have to survive on US$2 a day, each and
everyday of their lives".

In this century, he said, eight-and-a-half mllion soldiers and 13
mllion men, children and ol der nen perished in the First Wrld War and 19
mllion soldiers and civilians died in the Second Wrld War

Added to these were deaths due to doctrines, with Htler and Nazism

causing the liquidation of 17 million people, while Stalin and Russian
conmuni sts put to the death between 20 and 25 nillion human bei ngs.

Man's i nhumanity to man had never before reached such heights with, so
far this century, between 175 million and 200 million people having been

killed in nass carnage of one kind or another, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the world actually had the neans to eradicate absolute
poverty and he cited Ml aysia as an exanpl e.

Quoting United Nations Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) statistics, he said
|l ess than 30 years ago, nore than half of all Ml aysians lived bel ow the
Iine of absolute poverty.

But now Ml aysians could | ook forward to entering the new century with
zero absolute poverty, practically no one below the |line of absolute
poverty.

"The UNDP says that ny nodest country, Malaysia, has been the best
poverty killer on the surface of this planet in the post-Wr human history.
If we can do it, the whole world can do it.

"Let nme ask the nost sinple of questions: Wiy not commit ourselves to
poverty's end? Wiy not nmmke the 21st century the first century of mankind
freed from the enslavenent of poverty?," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the next century ought to be one where man woul d be
nore caring not only of his fellow man but al so of the physical environment
"whi ch nust not suffocate or burn"

He added: "Those who believe that care for the environment is a |luxury
whi ch we cannot afford are wong. In reality, not caring for the
environnent is a luxury which we cannot afford. If we cannot l|aunch this
necessary global crusade to save the gl obal environnent at the dawn of the
21st century, the twilight of the 21st century will be dark. It wll
literally be pitch black."

On Asian values, Dr Mahathir said he would not defend those in power in
Asia who were using the Asian value argunment to justify the terrible things
they were doing to their people.

"I will concede that many Asian values are horrible and have to be

killed. Indeed, | have personally spent a large part of my life trying to
do what | can to kill many of the Asian values which do us so nuch harm".
While adnmitting that there was still a very great deal that Asians mnust

learn fromthe West, Dr Mahathir also pointed out that many Asian val ues of
today were under attack and m ght disappear at sone future date.

He also said that there were no grounds for idealismbuilt on illusion
if his idea of the dobal Commonwealth of the 21st century was to be
achi eved.

"I nost sincerely believe that nmy idealismis not built on illusion
All that | have advocated can be acconpli shed.

"But to accomplish it, we need a new Asia, finding its propoer place in
the maki ng of global history and displaying the sort of role it once played



in the nmaking of human civilisation," he said.
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