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The antics of big nations a bane

A. Kadir Jasin
THE annoyi ng thi ng about the gl obal debate on environnent is the tendency
of the participants to get rhetorical and to bl ane one anot her.

The penchant of certain |arge nations to dom nate and skew the gl oba
agenda to their narrow national interests is inpeding efforts to tackle
the worl d's environnmental issues.

Fi ve years after the United Nati ons Conference on Devel opnent and
Envi ronnent - dubbed the Earth Summit - in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, little
progress has been nade.

On the other hand, there has been an increase in the shifting of blane
and responsibility anong rich and poor nations.

Agai nst this | ess than encouragi ng background, Ml aysia, as a snal
country, has to decide whether to approach the issue with a sense of
i mpotence or to continue with its strong and determned stand initiated at
the Rio Sunmmit.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister, Datuk Law Hi eng D ng, had
said that Mal aysia would persist with its strong stand al t hough Prine
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, had decided to stay away from
the just-ended review neeting in New York

Speaking to Mal aysian journalists in Budapest earlier this week before
| eaving for the UN neeting, Law said Ml aysia would highlight the failure
of npbst devel oped countries to contribute to the d obal Environmenta
Fund, which was agreed to at the 1992 Rio Summit.

He sai d devel oped countries were required to give to the Fund 0.7 per
cent of their gross domestic product but only Sweden, Dennark, Norway and
Hol | and had done so.

Instead, said Law, they have tried to transfer the responsibility to the
devel opi ng countries and the private sector.

Speaking at the Summt itself, Law called for collaboration between the
devel oped North and devel opi ng Sout h instead of persisting with the
bi ckering and shifting of blanme and responsibility.

Per haps the world could achieve nore if nations and governnents are
willing to reorientate their thinking.

If for alnpst five decades the world was divided into bl ocs by ideol ogy,
and wars were fought in its name, the post-Cold War era should see the
world uniting for a common goal

And there is no better agenda for global unity than saving this planet
froman environmental catastrophe.
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