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MJCH has been said and witten about the late Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad, who
died in a helicopter crash on Monday night, and nore is likely to be said
and witten in the days and weeks to cone.

He will be renmenbered for years to conme as the brightest corporate star
to die so tragically at a tine when everything seemed to be going his way.
He | eaves |l egacies that will fromtime to tinme remnd us of his |ife and
times.

Al ready the Terengganu Gover nnent has announced that the main road in
Dungun and t he nobsque being built in Kanpung Kijang, Marang, wll be naned
after him The nbsque he donated to Marang residents will stand as a
rem nder of his generosity.

But nost of all, Yahaya will be remenbered for his plans to make
Mal aysia a gl obal player in the autonobile industry in the WIO (Wrld
Trade Organi sation) era.

H's nane will continue to be associated with Proton, Lotus, Bandar
Proton, Intrakota, AlamFlora and many nore. Not |east, he will be
renenbered as a busi ness executive who had, for decades, remained in
relative obscurity only to burst into the linelight with the brilliance of
a shooting star.

Until five years ago, Tan Sri Yahaya - fondly referred to by friends and
associ ates as "Tok Ya" (short for Datuk Yahaya) - was nore often heard
t han seen.

Wil e the curious asked | oudly who he was, peppering their questions
with unfriendly remarks, others spoke admiringly of an autonotive engi neer
wi th a gol den touch.

| came in contact with himat about that time but did not get to know
and understand this ever-smling, youthful-1ooking businessman until the
nomi nati on day of the 1995 general el ection.

He had flown in fromKuala Lunpur - in a helicopter - to join a handful
of ot her Bum putera and non-Bum put era busi nessnmen in | endi ng support to
the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who was seeking re-
el ection in the Kubang Pasu parliamentary constituency in Kedah.

The gathering of the rich and fanmobus from Kual a Lunpur at the entrance
to the Kubang Pasu district office building in Jitra had an added
significance given what had happened the ni ght before.

While waiting for nom nations to be closed, Yahaya and several other
busi nessnmen decided to stroll a short distance to Jitra town for a cup of
coffee. | was invited to cone along. The coffeeshop was in fact a snal
stall under a shady ketapang (termnalia catappa or sea al nond) tree

The owner of the stall went about quite routinely and | eisurely serving
coffee, tea and soft drinks oblivious to the fact that seated at his stal
were some of the richest and nost powerful businessnmen in the country.
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