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The m sgui ded ones

Fadzi| Gnazali

THE Governnent is not in favour of using force or the Internal Security
Act (I1SA) in dealing with apostates (murtad) and zeal ots who divi de and
| abel other Muslins as nurtad.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it is better to opt
for a subtle approach to hel p these m sgui ded group of people to return to
the right path.

"W are not keen to use | SA except for drug trafficking cases. Opting
for ISAin dealing with apostate problemis |ike using force. W prefer a
counsel ling approach to hel p them" he added.

Dr Mahathir was responding to a question by a participant of the
conference in Kuala Lunpur on chall enges and reforns facing Muslins in the
region in the 21st century.

The Prinme Mnister said the perception that using force can be the
solution to the apostate problemis a m sunderstood approach because | sl am
encour ages persuasi ve net hods.

"W always think that the easiest is to inplement a lawto tackle a
problem This is a m sunderstood approach of handling the matter. W can
use verbal nethod to give explanation and be synpathethic towards the
apost ates, " he added.

Dr Mahathir said any use of force can backfire and give birth to
terrorist groups |ike what happened in sonme Islanic countries. The
terrori smsurfaces because the groups feel that others are condemi ng
their interpretation of |slam

"If the Governnment tries to use this approach, the people may retaliate
hence it may | ose their support. This would be even worse because
adm ni stration of the country would be made nore difficult.” On zealots
who | abel other Muslins as murtad without justification, he said they
t hensel ves nay end-up as one.

"This does not nean there is no nmurtad in Ml aysia. There are, but to
determ ne themwoul d require specific nmethods. Do not abuse gatherings to
accuse others as oppostate. That is not Islamic. The religion | ooks into
details and pass judgenent in a fair manner."

Commrenting on the nufti's role, Dr Mahathir said the nufti institution
is aimed at eradicating the Muslinms's doubts on Islam c religious rulings
(fatwa).

He said however, any issuance of fatwa requires discussions wth ul amaks
and experts fromthe related fields, adding that it is not nmerely limted
to those with i ndepth know edge in syariah al one.

"For exanple, in the case of nmedical, of course the experts in the
medi cal field are referred to when naking a fatwa. Take the case of
cloning for instance, it is inmportant for crops," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Government is not sidelining the nuftis instead it
wants their role to be in line with Syariah | aw.

He added that feedbacks fromfenale society are al so needed in issuing
fatwa because they are also affected whenever a religious ruling is made
by the nmuftis.
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