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The nul timedi a opportunity for a smart partnership

Cssi e Raj

MALAYSI A and the Australian State of Victoria talk the same | anguage when
it cones to recognising the huge potential mnultinmedia has to transform
their econom es.

Victoria's Mnister for Miultinedia Al an Stockdale is on record as havi ng
descri bed Mal aysian Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s pl ans
to i npl enent the Mal aysian Multinmedia Super Corridor as a "bold and
significant” initiative

"Dr Mahathir's prescience in recognising the potential which the
mul timedi a revolution has to benefit Malaysia will certainly drive the
country's efforts to stake a claimfor itself as a major player in what is
one of the world's fastest growing industries," Stockdal e told Busi ness
Ti nes.

St ockdal e, who was instrunmental as Victoria's Treasurer (Finance
M nister) in nmanaging a major turnaround of the state's finances, is now
recogni sed as one of Australia's |eading nultinedia advocates.

Since being appointed |ast year as Mnister for Miultimedia by the
Victorian Prem er Jeff Kennett, Stockdale, who still holds Victoria's
Treasury portfolio, has imersed hinself in the industry.

The appoi ntnent and creation of the new portfolio signals the Victorian
CGovernnent's placenent of nultinmedia as one of its top priorities.

As Mal aysi a now noves to inplenent its Vision 2020, so too is Victoria
movi ng ahead with its Victoria 21 strategy, which ainms to ensure its
citizens benefit fromthe devel opnent of know edge-based econony whi ch has
arisen with the take-up of new nultinmedia and i nformati on technol ogy
appl i cations, the convergence of conmunications, broadcasting and
computi ng, the devel opnent of the Internet and gl obalisation of industry
activity.

Not unli ke Dr Mahathir, Stockdale has nmade it clear that he al so
recogni ses the i nportance of regional cooperation in naking Sout h- East
Asia a gl obal information and conmuni cation centre of excell ence.

A mgjor focus in his address to the Malaysia Australia University Al um
Convention in Kuala Lunmpur | ast Cctober was the inportance he attached to
Victoria' s increasing role in enhancing the rel ati onshi p bet ween Ml aysi a
and Australia through the use of multinmedi a technol ogy.

"There are real opportunities for Australia and Malaysia to join
together as the catalysts in pronoting a nei ghbouring network in which al
the Asi a-Pacific share beneficial outcones,” Stockdal e said.

He pointed to a nunber of |inkages that already exist between Ml aysia
and Victoria, particularly in the area of education, including the Adorna
Institute of Managenent - a joint venture project between Adorna and Royal
Mel bourne Institute of Technol ogy (RMT).

A consortiumof Australian universities | ed by Ml bourne-based La Trobe
University is currently working closely with the Pel adang Ki mi a Bhd group
to establish the Nilai International College

"What these ventures provide is the opportunity to increase electronic
educational interchange between our two countries," Stockdal e said.

In other areas, Australian software conpanies are actively seeking out
joint ventures and investnment by Ml aysi an conpani es for the devel opnent
of education content, ganes and entertai nnent software.

The opportunities, through "smart partnership”, to expand the
i nnovation, creativity and intellectual property of both parties are



enornmous. The | ogi ¢ supporting conmuni cati ons and nul ti nedi a partnerships
bet ween Mal aysia and Australia, particularly Ml aysia and Victoria, are
conpel l'i ng.

"Like Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir, we believe that coll aboration can | ead
to a nutual enrichnent that easily outstrips the short-term opportunistic
benefits of the unnetworked world," Stockdal e said.

There are a nunber of sinmilarities between the Ml aysian and Victorian
governnents' strategies to enbrace nultinmedia. "Dr Mahathir has descri bed
a paperl ess government to operate in the new adm nistrative centre of
Putrajaya. In Victoria, we aimto deliver all governnent services
el ectronically by the year 2001," he said.

Victoria's Electronic Service Delivery (ESD) project ains to provide the
world's first fully accessible state and | ocal government service to the
citizens and busi nesses of Victoria using nmultinedia and tel ecommunication
appl i cations.

The Victorian Governnent is working with the private sector for the on-
I'ine delivery of governnment services through avenues such as nultinedia
ki osks, the Internet, cable television in the hone, and the tel ephone.
Trial s have al ready begun, and an initial 30 nultinedia kiosks are
schedul ed to be in place this Septenber.

St ockdal e believes that there is al so enornous potential for
col | aboration between Mal aysia and Victoria in the devel opnent of a
"paperl ess governnment". Tel enedi cine i s another area where col |l aborative
ventures can provi de nutual benefit.

Victoria' s health infrastructure capabilities already include
communi cations between patients in rural areas and centrally | ocated
medi ci ne specialists, supported by conmputing power to view and transmt X-
rays, magnetic resonance i nagi ng and CAT scans.

The establi shment of networks between hospitals in Ml bourne and
Mal aysia could result in the formation of internatinal clinical testbeds
for the devel opnent, trial and comrercialisation of innovative multinmedia-
based heal th care products and servi ces.
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