07 JAN 1997
Mahat hi r- Pul ai Chondong
THE PEOPLE OF KELANTAN WANT PAS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernamm) -- PAS' victory in Pulai Chondong shows
that the people of Kelantan want PAS wi thout caring about devel opnent or
good administration, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said
t oday.

"I am not | ooking for reasons because excuses are not inmportant. In
fact the people of Kelantan |ike PAS and there is nothing we can do about
it.

"If the people of Kelantan want to isolate thenselves or to sulk, what
can we do," he told reporters after visiting the Mnes Resort City project
in Sungai Besi, near here.

The prine mnister was conmenting on the defeat of the Barisan Nasional
candi date, Yusoff Hanzah, to PAS Zul kefli Mamat by a 118-vote nmmjority in
the state by-el ection yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said although PAS had won by a slimmajority, the fact was
that the party had won and this showed that the people of Kelantan did not
care about devel opnent or admi nistration

He said BN had no excuse for the defeat because if Umo clainmed to be
strong in Kelantan, surely the BN woul d have won.

Asked whether the defeat was due to the fact that the people of
Kel ant an di sapproved of the former Parti Melayu Semangat 46 nenbers j oi ning
Umo, Dr Mhathir said: "Maybe, but this is in Kelantan only. In other
pl aces the peopl e approve".

On the possibility of the defeat being due to the fact that the father
of the BN candi date was a PAS nenber, he said: "W have nmany candi dates who
are sons of PAS nmenbers but (we) win in other places.”

Dr Mahathir said he did not know what had caused the BN s defeat when
the party's election machinery, including the operations roons, was running
wel | .

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimdenied that the BN s
defeat was due to the lack of support fromthe top BN and Umo | eaders or
from the BN conponent parties because the seat was in a Ml ay constituency.

He saw many state representatives and ministers there yesterda but
coincidentally many (Umo | eaders) were on |eave and did not turn up, he
sai d when asked for his coment after opeing the Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka
annual assenbly here.

The BN s performance was inmproving and the nmgjority obtained by the
opposition was slim he said.

Meanwhi | e, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said said the
slimmajority showed that the voters were beginning to give their support
to the BN

The nost inportant thing for Umo now was to further inprove the
efficiency of its machinery in Kelantan because there were indications that
the tide was on its side, he told reporters after opening the Asean Tourism
Conference (ATC) held in conjunction with the Asean Tourism Forum (ATF)
here.

Asked whether it was likely that voters who are former S46 nmenbers did
not give their support to the BN because their applicatiuons to join Umo
had been rejected, Sabbaruddin said: "we should not blane others when
defeated but it is inportant that we conduct a study why it happened.”

Sabbaruddin said that all S46 nenbers woul d be accepted into Umo when
all the application process had been conpleted. At present, many of their



applications have not been approved due to technical problens.

Sabbaruddi n said the by-election should not be used to gauge Ummo's
i nfluence in Kel antan.

The by-election was held nerely because the seat was |eft vacant
following the death of the incunbent state assenbl yman, he added

Ent repr eneur Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned t hanked BN
supporters at Pulai Chondong because the coalition obtained a |arger nunber
of votes although it lost in the by-election.

"We worked very hard, really hard...our nmachinery performed well wth
t he support of various parties, whether they are from Umo, forner S46
menbers and those from outside Pulai Chondong," he told reporters after
nmeeting participants of a marketing programme here.

"The people have made their choice...we congratul ate the successful
candi date because our country is denocratic and denocracy is thriving," he
sai d.
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