01/ 08/ 1997
The right step, says Dr M

Zakri Baharudin

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad appl auded Mofaz Motorsport's
effort in the devel opment of notorsports in |light of Ml aysia being the
host to one of the prestigious Forrmula One rounds in 1999.

Dr Mahathir said the introduction of the Indy 40 Enduro go-kart
endurance race on Aug 30 is in line with Malaysia's comm tnent to devel op
worl d class drivers of the future.

"It's a good start for the devel opnent of notorsports. Even M chael
Schunmacher started his racing career driving go-karts," said Dr Mahathir
after receiving the Prine Mnister's Cup chall enge trophy and | aunchi ng
the I ndy 40 Enduro race in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"W hope that events such as this will unearth future national drivers
although it won't be possible to have a Malaysian in the driver's seat in
1999 (Formul a One race in Sepang) because of the tine constraints.”

Dr Mahathir, who is also the patron of the race, received the gold and
silver plated cup from Mfaz president Mohaned Fauzy Abdul Ham d and CRG
(Italy) president G ancarl o Tanini.

He al so commented on the size of the cup in conparison to the Thonas
Cup.

"It's even bigger than the Thomas Cup, which is appropriate as it has
been naned the Prine Mnister's Cup,” said Dr Mahathir in jest.

Al so present at the cerenmony were the Prine Mnister's wife, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah, and Sports Mnistry's Parlianmentary Secretary Datuk
Shahri zat Abdul Jalil

The race, to be held at the Mdrac International Karting Grcuit in
Langkawi in conjunction with the country's 40th Merdeka cel ebrations, will
see 40 drivers fromthe corporate sector conpeting for the RWAO0, 000 first
prize noney.

Mof az Motorsport are the race organi sers and their president, Mhaned
Fauzy said there will be five international entries taking part in the 40-
m nut e endur ance race.

"Two teans from Si ngapore and Thail and have confirmed and we are
expecting anot her teamfrom South Korea."

Each corporation are allowed to engage four drivers per entry, of whom
only one can have experience in notorsports.

Italian-made karts will be provided for the race and will be auctioned
of f after the inaugural event.
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