05/ 03/ 1997
The "Malay Dil enma' revisited

Hi sham Har un
TS sad but true. In the past three years, Ml ays have topped the crine
list for those aged between 10 and 18.

Police statistics reveal that in 1994, the nunber of arrests for crines
i ncluding drug addi ction, rape, incest, house break-ins and car thefts
stood at 4, 192.

Qut of this, a total of 1,839 males and 23 fenal es were Mal ay conpared
to 590 Chinese males and 18 fenal es, and 421 Indian nal es and 10 fenal es.

The follow ng year, the number of Malay offenders in this age group rose
to 2,402 while the nunber of Chinese youths arrested totalled 922; 507
I ndi an yout hs wer e caught.

Last year, figures were 2,890 Mal ays, 770 Chinese (registering a drop)
and 574 Indians, with Sel angor, Johor and Kedah posting the hi ghest crine
rates anong youths in the past three years. Ml ay youths nmade up the bul k
of offenders in all States.

Nati onal Unity and Social Devel opnment M nistry seemto support the
police figures and show that of the 2,898 juvenile cases invol ving drug
abuse and ot her social problens, 61 per cent of the offenders were Ml ays,
17 per cent Chinese, and 10 per cent | ndians.

In addition, Ml ays make up at |least 70 per cent of inmates at the Henry
Gurney School for boys in Ml acca.

Pr of essor Mohd Dahl an Aman, of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a, believes
the problemstens fromthe urbani sati on process of the Malay community and
the inability of some quarters to manage the energi ng urban environnent.

In his book The Malay Dilemma, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d: "Rural people everywhere are | ess sophisticated and
progressi ve than urban peopl e.

"Essentially, because of environnental and hereditary factors, the
Mal ays have beconme a rural race with only a mnute portion of themin the
towns. Thus, we nmust seek to urbanise the Mal ays."

Basically, this is what's happeni ng today. However, Dahlan says the
Mal ays now need to contend with both the urbani sation and
i ndustrialisation processes.

"The Mal aysi an Chi nese had gone through this phase when they were
subj ected to urbani sation during colonial tines. Wile the Chinese
participated in the colonial urban enclave, the Ml ays were kept within
the traditional Ml ay worl d.

"This scenario can be traced back to the second half of 19th-century
Mal aya, " explains the professor of anthropol ogy of devel opnent.

Dahl an adds that the reason reports show a higher crine rate anmong
Mal ays i n Sel angor, Johor and Kedah is because the three States are
devel oping nore rapidly than the other States in the country.

"When a State or country undergoes industrialisation, |ifestyles change
and because the Malay community i s now undergoing this process, they are
caught in the mdst of this urban transformation."

Dahl an highlights a simlar situation in the Wst when it was
industrialising in the 19th century.

"Child | abour was used then to neet the demands of industrialisation.
And during the initial stages, there was a high rate of suicides anpong
t eens.

"This was a maj or concern in the later half of the 19th century and
early 20th century in Europe that even called for renowned sociol ogists to



conduct Anom e studies."
In addition, Dahlan points out that Malay society is facing an expandi ng

m ddl e class which is still inits formatic stage and has yet to
stabili se.
"The enmerging Malay niddle class is still not in control of the m ddle-

cl ass professional sub-culture. In one aspect the Ml ays have been
successful in their econonmic pursuit. On the other hand, they are thrown
into conflict between the values of their past and the values that are
energing within the urban environment.

"The Mal ays need to bal ance their econonic success with ethics and
religion and the community must help in the devel opnent and wel | being of
our youths."

Anong ot her sol utions, Dahl an suggests, is the urgent need for famly
menbers to forge stronger and closer ties and understandi ng anong each
ot her while the young should be inculcated with religious val ues.

"As extended fanilies becone increasingly rare and nuclear famlies
beconme nore domi nant, the focus should be on the inculcation and pronotion
of the spirit or the social soul of the fanmly.

"This kinship soul prevails in sone quarters but not in others and those
who have missed out on this spirit feel that they no | onger get
psychol ogi cal support fromthe fanily

"What ever they do, it matters very little to the famly. They then gain
nore support fromthose who are not famly nenbers as the soul of the
extended famly is gone. This often happens in the energing urban
envi ronment . "

Universiti Malaya's Dr Chia Cai Ping, fromthe Departnment of Chinese
St udi es, echoes Dahl an's vi ews.

"I recently spoke to a nunber of successful Ml ay wonen who are active
menbers of several associations. | asked them how they divided their tine
between their careers, businesses, social activities, and their tine with
their children at hone.

"These wonen felt that it was the government's job to take care of their
children as they were doing their part in contributing to the devel opnent
of the nation.

"Many of them have sent their children to boarding school and said that
they were already doing their part to earn for their children's well -
bei ng.

"I think the problem Mal ay youths are facing today started after the
i npl ement ati on of the New Economic Policy. Wth the inplenentation of the
policy, Malay parents started sending their children to boardi ng school s
for better facilities and educati on.

"Wile the schools could provide discipline, these children were too
young and | acked parental gui dance and care. They were thrown in the deep
end at a young age. And when they cane back they couldn't cope with the
situation here.

"As for the Chinese, since the New Economi c Policy, they have been
forced to study and work harder. Chinese parents ensure that their
children study harder to get a place in university.

"It also has a lot to do with culture. The Chinese believe that there
are five basic factors that affect their lives. Wiile faith, |uck and
“repaynent' for their fathers deeds' or m sdeeds are deci ded by the gods,
feng shui and studying hard are factors that can be altered to affect
their lives for the better."

Chia feels that bringing up children is not the responsibility of the
governnent or teachers but the parents. "No matter how busy a parent is,
he or she shoul d devote tine to caring for their own young.

"Being busy is not an excuse. Wthout their parents, children would | ook



el sewhere for help and this is when they cone into contact with bad
i nfl uences. "

Chia also attributes the growi ng problem of crine anmong Mal ay youths to
big famlies in smaller hones. There are usually six menbers to a Chi nese
family as conpared to 10 in a Mal ay one.

"When there is no space at hone, the children will be conpelled to go
out and this could al so be when they neet with the negative forces,"” Chia
expl ai ns.

Supporting Chia's argunent are research figures fromthe Children's
Wel fare Council which reveal that 90 per cent of Chinese youths aged 15 go
strai ght hone after school. Seventy-two per cent of Indian youths also go
home after school conpared with 58 per cent of Ml ay yout hs.

However, she adds that the high figure of crinmes conmtted by Ml ay
youths could al so be a natural reflection of the country's ethnic
conposition. "The Mal ays nake up nearly 60 per cent of the popul ation
whil e the Chinese only make up 28 per cent."

Meanwhi | e Prof essor |brahi mKonmoo, who is with UKMs Institute of
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, feels that the police and National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnent Mnistry's statistics may not be totally correct.

"The Chinese practise a closed culture. They tend to ensure that
probl ens do not | eak out. For instance, if rape occurs, it would not be
reported and this neans there would not be a record of it. Renenber, nopst
of these cases are reported by the parents of parties involved.

"This is unlike the Mal ays who tend to be nore open."

But assunming the statistics are correct, |brahimsays that this Ml ay
dil emma coul d be the consequence of rapid devel opnment whi ch denmands t hat
peopl e adapt and change as swiftly and snoothly as possi bl e.

"The Mal ays have been caught by surprise by this rapid devel opnment and
are quite unprepared. The Chi nese however are better able to cope with
changes.

"It al so seens as if Ml ays who have becone rich al nost overni ght cannot
adj ust and adapt to their new social class.

"This is a typical synptomof cultural deterioration or shock where the
Mal ays have to | eave their traditional culture behind but do not have any
new direction or way of doing things. And this is when social ills tend to
set in."
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