22/ 06/ 1997
The “best ever Ganes' it nust be

A. Kadir Jasin

WTH this week's "conedy"” surroundi ng Sukom havi ng been qui ckly put to an
end, it is hoped that all the parties involved in organising next year's
Conmonweal th Games will now get down and meke it "the best Commonweal th
Ganes of this century" as prom sed by Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd executive
chai rman Jen (B) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohanmed Al i.

We shoul d thank our good fortune that the "comedy" did not continue as
it could turn into a tragedy that woul d nmake us the | aughi ng-stock of the
sporting world.

The swift and effective intervention by acting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mnust be fully recogni sed, although | wonder about the nature
of the "hunbl e appeal " he made to Hashimas to nmake the latter change his
m nd about resigning. But | will be the |l ast person to underestinmate
Anwar' s charm

Wth so much enotional outpouring as reflected in the statenents by

Hashi m (exanples: "I don't have the political clout to deal with the
secretary-general of Umo" and "Why is it when the Prine Mnister, who is
chai rman of the Ganes council, is out of the country that all these

happen?") during the short-1lived controversy, the danger of the incident
escal ating into sonet hing worse coul d not be di sm ssed.

The extraordi nary event, which unfol ded on Monday with Hashinm s tearful
announcenent that he was tendering his resignation as Sukom executive
chairman following a spate of ministerial criticisnms on the | ack of
pronotion and publicity for the Ganes, could have turned into a tragedy
for our imge as a mature and fair-m nded peopl e.

But Anwar's intervention and the happy endi ng saved the day.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin had | ast week said
Sukom shoul d step up the publicity canpaign for the Ganes. The report was
front-paged by the New Straits Tines. This was foll owed by the publication
of Hashim s response.

Two days after Muhyiddin's statenent, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster
Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chi k took Sukomto task for the same reason. Hi's
statement was front-paged by the Ut usan Ml aysi a newspaper. Sabbaruddin
had al so questioned the high salaries of Sukomstaff, their perks and the
first class air travel enjoyed by its top executives.

I think the drastic action that foll owed should not have taken place. It
was not an unfair exchange. The newspapers involved had given fair hearing
to all parties involved. This nust be recognised if we believe that the
Press has a role to play in the Ganes.

On the day that Hashi mannounced his resignation, the NST devoted nearly
one-third of a page to publishing in full Sukom s response to the various
criticisns levelled against it. Hence, it came as a great surprise to ne
that the week's events should have occurred at all.

* k%%

HERE, | would |i ke to commend Sabbaruddin for boldly sticking to his
criticismof Sukom but openly apol ogising to Hashimfor the problens he
caused.

Sayi ng he was sorry and sad that Hashi m had taken such a drastic step
he defended his coments. He said they were not nmeant to offend anyone,
especi ally Hashim whom he described as a friend.

"l apologise to Tan Sri Hashimif ny words caused hi m probl ens, "

Sabbar uddi n sai d.



It was a brave gesture on his part. More often than not, a person of his
position woul d have opted for an easier way out of such a tricky situation
by shifting the blame to the nmedia. Very often, the Press is accused of
m sreporting or even |ying.

"Terima kasi h sahabat!" (Thank you, friend).

Now t hat the Cabinet has directed Muhyiddin to play a leading role in
ensuring the snooth organi sati on of the Ganmes, Sukom and ot her parties
involved in the event should feel nore at ease.

Wth the Governnment having used its influence to get the edge in the
race to host the Ganes and spending a huge sum of noney to build
facilities directly and indirectly related to the event, it is only fair
that it should have nore control over its preparations.

Speaking to reporters after Wednesday's Cabi net neeting, Mihyiddin said
fromnow on, Hashimas well as the Ganes' 12 nmnagenment conmittees, would
report directly to him

Prior to this, the conmmttees reported to the Ganmes managenent conmittee
co-chaired by Hashi mand O ynmpic Council of Malaysia president Tan Sri
Hanzah Abu Sanah.

The change in the lines of authority will give Mihyiddin nore power to
make decisions. The ministry previously did not have full access to
i nformati on and deci si ons nade by the Sukom nmanagenent conmittee.

We shoul d not | ose sight of the fact that the success or failure of the
Ganes will be judged | ess by how much noney the organi sers nmake or did not
make, but by how well the event is put together, by the performance of the
nati onal contingent and by the kind of inage it creates for the country.

Even taxi drivers, hotel porters and street sweepers have a role to play
in making it "the best ever (Comronwealth) Ganes this century" as prom sed
by Hashi mwhen he withdrew his resignation |letter on Wednesday.

* k% %

KOTA Ki nabalu is a boomtown. The |ast few years have seen the
transformati on of the Sabah State capital into a bustling "city". O her
Sabah towns are al so experiencing a boom

But as Anwar said in Sandakan | ast Sunday, nany people in the State are
still poor. Statistically, Sabah has one of the | argest nunber of poor
househol ds in the country despite being rich in land and natural
resour ces.

Apart fromthe difficulty in distributing devel opnment evenly due to the
size of the State, w despread poverty anong the Sabah people coul d al so be
attributed to ranpant corruption, abuse of power and m smanagenment by its
successi ve gover nnent s.

Hence, Anwar's warning to State | eaders that Kual a Lunmpur is determ ned
to change the "old culture” of Sabah politics, even at the risk of facing
defection by some of them is not to be taken lightly.

He said the Federal Governnent was prepared to face this risk inits
determ nation to conbat graft, adm nistrative irregularities and abuse of
power anong the State's |eaders.

Sources said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who is
responsi ble for taking Umo to Sabah, had told his deputy to give an
unm st akabl e warning to Sabah's | eaders, in particular those from Umo,

t hat the nonkey business must stop.

Speaking to the Press after chairing the Sabah Umo Liaison Committ ee,
Anwar said the Federal Government was giving a clear warning to State
| eaders not to assune that because they were i mensely popul ar, they could
threaten the Governnent if action was taken agai nst them

In fact, said Anwar, the Government was confident of nustering enough
popul ar support for its action against State | eaders who were corrupt and
had abused their positions.



But Anwar, nore than anybody el se, should be aware that public opinion
i s easier shaped than nmai ntai ned. Al ready we are hearing peopl e
questioning the seriousness of the current anti-corruption drive.

W cannot bl ame them for harbouring such doubts as many highly
publici sed cases of investigation into corrupt practices have suddenly
di ed down or sinply faded into oblivion.

* % %

THE new Sel angor Menteri Besar, Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, nmade three very

i mportant statenments this week. First, he expressed confidence that there
woul d not be any squatter colonies left in the State by the year 2000.

Secondly, he vowed to | ower the poverty |l evel to bel ow one per cent and
thirdly, not to degazette any nore State forest.

Speaking to reporters after a briefing by State Secretary Datuk Hashim
Meon in Shah Al am on Monday, Abu Hassan said with proper planning and co-
ordination by all parties, the twin targets of elinmnating squatters and
reduci ng poverty coul d be achi eved before the year 2000.

One could not agree nmore with the Menteri Besar when he stressed the
need to step up enforcenent agai nst squatters.

It is a widely known fact that as one squatter famly is resettled
temporarily in a | onghouse or permanently in a | ow cost housi ng scheneg,
anot her squatter famly will nove in unless the hut is destroyed.

Even so, there is no guarantee that another squatter will not nove in to
build a new hut. Wth the State bei ng swanped by foreign workers, |ega
and illegal, the pressure on housing continues. It is not unconmon to see
a squatter hut once occupied by a local family is now occupi ed by severa
immgrant famlies.

| agree whol eheartedly with Abu Hassan that | ow cost housing projects
must al so be closely nonitored to ensure that there are enough houses for
the I owincome group and that these houses are allocated to eligible
buyers.

On Wednesday, Abu Hassan said Sel angor would not allow any nore
permanent forests to be devel oped, adding that the State Governnent woul d
al so step up efforts to identify and gazette new areas as forest reserves
to repl ace those which had been opened up

Abu Hassan was concerned that |arge tracts of permanent forest reserves
had been degazetted for various reasons in the last six years. A total of
22,210ha were de-gazetted between 1991 and March this year.

I amsure Abu Hassan's pledges will be closely nonitored by the public
and his bosses in Kuala Lunpur since he is supposed to have a good
under st andi ng of the stand of the Federal Covernment on these matters,
havi ng vacated his Cabi net post only recently. W have heard ot hers making
sim |l ar pledges before.

* k%%

NOWt hat the Cabinet has nade a decision urging State Governnents to
consider lifting the ban on the concert by the local group KRU, | hope
they will use their power w sely and judiciously so that we can put to an
end this absurdity.

As | have stated in | ast week's columm, State Governments shoul d have a
set of rules regarding "yes" and "no" and "dos and don'ts" for
entertai nnent events.

| wonder what is so terribly wong about the proposed concert except
that it has the word "mania" at the end of it (as in KRUmania) and that it
is sponsored by a cigarette conpany (Peter Stuyvesant).

If State Governments do not like the title of the showand its
sponsorship by a cigarette conpany, they should be able to cone up with
suggestions to nake the show acceptable to them

| congratulate the Perlis Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim for



coming up with conditions for KRUto performin his State. He wants the
organi sers to donate part of the proceeds to a State youth progranme.

It does not do our inage any good when on the one hand, we all ow al
shades and fornms of foreign entertainers, including Mchael Jackson, to
performin our country but ban our own young perforners.

Also, it is not wise to expect such an issue to be taken up and sol ved
by the Cabinet. Wiile it is heartening to see the Cabinet showi ng concern
for all the things that are happening in the country, | think a matter of
this nature is better left in the care of local authorities. Not even
Menteris Besar should get involved. If we do not |ike the idea of our
young peopl e being affected by mania - defined by the Oxford English
Di ctionary as violent nadness or extrene enthusiasmfor sonething - we
shoul d al so not be affected by the haram (banni ng) mani a.

( END)
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