10/ 11/ 1997

Thene park to spearhead north Perak's tourismsector

TAI PING Sun. - The northern region's first water theme park at Bukit
Merah Lake Town is expected to spearhead the devel opnent of Perak's
Northern I ndustrial Corridor, especially in the tourismindustry.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib said the soft opening of the
thene park early this year had shown the project's potential in becom ng a
popul ar tourist destination

Speaki ng to newsnmen after a working visit to the township today, Ramli
said he was i npressed with the progress nade by the devel oper of the
project and predicted that the park would becone a big hit with fanilies
and chi |l dren.

The Menteri Besar's visit was in preparation for the official opening of
the thenme park by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on
Thur sday.

The theme park is the first phase of the RML billion Bukit Merah
| akesi de devel oprment covering 600ha of waterfront |and and carried out by
Segi Objektif (M Sdn Bhd, a nenber of the Enkay G oup of Conpanies.

Acconpanying Rami was State Tourismand Whnen's Affairs Conmittee
chai rman Dat uk Mazi dah Zakaria and Enkay's executive chairman Dat uk
Must apha Kanal Abu Bakar.

Qccupyi ng an area approxi mately 4.4 hectares and overl ooki ng the 2, 800ha
Bukit Merah Lake, the park is being devel oped at a cost of RVM2O million.
Construction, which comrenced in Cctober |ast year, is scheduled for
conpletion early next year. The park is designed to cater for one nillion

visitors annually with sonme 300, 000 expected in the first year al one.

Ram i said since the water theme park was opened to the public, 300,000
peopl e including foreign tourists had visited it.

He sai d conpared with Pangkor, which attracted about one mllion
tourists yearly, the thene park had nanaged to |ure the sane nunber in 11
nont hs.

He said with the devel opnent of Bukit Merah Lake Town, the State
Governnent was pl anning to develop a chain of tourist spots near the
township to bring visitors to other parts of Taiping.

He added that Bukit Merah Lake Town woul d conpl enent Tai pi ng which
al ready had various tourist attractions such as the Kuala Gula Bird
Sanctuary and the Matang Mangrove Forest.

Besi des the park, Phase One of the devel opnent, which costs RML70
mllion, includes the construction of a marine village, a 174-roomfam |y
hotel and recreational facilities.

The devel opnent is | ocated near the Bukit Merah interchange and is a
nmere 35-mnute drive fromthe Penang Bridge and about an hour from | poh
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