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There's nmuch to be done in the wake of D-8's | aunching

Farush Khan
THERE is nuch to be done in the wake of the | aunching of D-8 or the
Devel opnent Ei ght group in Istanbul Sunday (June 15).

The groupi ng has already got out of the way differences over its nane
foll owi ng the shooting down of a suggestion by former Turkish Prine
M ni ster Necnettin Erbakan that it be called M8.

He coul d have wanted the al phabet M after probably considering the fact
that all the eight nmenbers - Ml aysia, Turkey, Egypt, |ndonesia, Pakistan,
Iran, Nigeria and Bangl adesh - are predom nantly Mislimcountries.

H s i dea, however, was qui cky shot down by ot her nenbers which were not
at all enthusiastic about giving the grouping an Islamc flavour.

They are quite right. Labels and nanes are not inportant. Performance
and results are.

In fact, any association of the group with a religion may be
m sinterpreted. The groupi ng should avoid any nove that attracts
unnecessary obst acl es.

Now t hat they have nade a wi se nove in sidelining the issue on
| abel ling, the eight countries nust start working together to discover
each other's potential and give a new thrust to strengthen their economc
st andi ng.

After all, the very reason the D-8 was established was to hel p i ncrease
political and econom c co-operation not only anong nenber countries, but
al so those outside it, especially non-Mislimnations.

Therefore, nothing should stop themfrom achi eving their goals - not
even the | atest devel opnent within the organi sati on where Erbakan was
forced to resign to avoid worsening political crisis.

The | eaders of the D-8 countries who nmet in |Istanbul have unani mously
agreed on a 12-point Istanbul Declaration, all of which are waiting to be
i mpl enent ed.

They shoul d start working towards achieving their goals, in the process
taking into consideration views expressed around the table.

In fact, they have nothing to fear because co-operati on anong nmenber
countries is neant to accel erate progress and devel opnent.

Even devel oped countries are form ng unions to inprove their econom es.

D-8 nmembers shoul d plan together to ensure that the groupi ng serves as a
pur poseful forumof |ike-m nded countries discussing and worki ng out
progranmes of action for effective co-operation anong thensel ves and
ot hers.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, in his usual "no punches
pul | ed" approach, had at the sunmit neeting cautioned nmenber countries to
come up with "irrefutable results" on a yearly basis to ensure the body
gained credibility.

If they failed, he had said, the D-8 should just "fold up rather than
hol di ng nmeani ngl ess neetings".

In the meanti nme, observers continue to debate on whether the grouping
which is a week old has any future.

Detractors are already trying to pour cold water on the group's effort
by predicting that it is just a matter of tinme before it will die.

M schevi ous ones are referring to it as "Disaster-8"

Actions of some nmenber countries are al so not hel pi ng strengthen the
i mge of the grouping.

The absence of | eaders of sone nenber countries had rai sed questions on



whet her this was a sign of a |l ack of enthusiasmon the part of these
countries in seeing the establishnent of the D 8.

But the | atest devel opment which is being hotly discussed in the region
i s whether Erbakan's resignation will also spell the dem se of this
gr oupi ng.

The uncertainty is without good reason. Erbakan, |eader of the pro-
Islamic Wl fare Party, forced out of power by strong pro-western generals,
is the initiator of the D 8.

Soon after being sworn into office about a year ago, he had made two
trips to all eight devel opi ng countries except Bangl adesh, to get their
support.

He had visions of creating the organi sation and had prepared the
groundwork for its formation.

At the recent joint declaration, the D-8 | eaders had al so given Turkey
the task of being co-ordinator of the organisation at |east until the next
sunm t schedul ed for Dhaka, Bangl adesh, in Novenber or Decenber next year

Now that the 71-year-ol d Erbakan has stepped down, sone observers fee
the days of the D-8 are nunbered. The answer to this however, renmains to
be seen.

Those involved in naking its goals a reality nust realise the fact that
no one i s indi spensabl e.

Doubts and criticismare also not uncommon as even bi gger and nost
est abl i shed groupi ngs such as the Organi sation of the Islamc Conference
whi ch has 54 nenbers, have not been spared.

Sone critics claimng that the OCis not effective enough in hel ping
some nmenber countries out of their econony problens, have called it the
"Ch | See"

However, as for the D-8, the future should be different. Erbakan may not
be in office, but his likely successor, Tansu Cillar, is not giving the
group a col d shoul der either.

During the ministerial neeting prior to the sunmt, Cllar declared that
the D-8 woul d not create pol arisation, but would contribute to "world
peace, happi ness and prosperity".

Sone observers think as long as the organisation is not treated as an
I slamic gathering to provoke others, but a respectable one with comon
goal s, D8 should succeed in establishing joint action and using
prosperity for its nenbers and ot hers.
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