11/ 08/ 1997

Three-pronged strategy to i nprove | ot of residents

KUALA Li nggi has been earnmarked for many devel opment projects over the
next few years which would contribute i Mmensely to the livelihood of the
peopl e living there.

Anong them are a pernmanent canpus for Kolej Islam Melaka in Kuala Sungai
Baru; a regional fishing centre at the mouth of Kual a Linggi; a coasta
hi ghway spanning from Banting, Selangor to Gel ang Patah, Johor; and,
artificial islands in the Straits of Ml acca.

Kual a Linggi could also be the site for a "dreanmt bridge between Ml acca
and Surmatra i n | ndonesi a.

Interest in the latter had been relayed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad to his I ndonesian counterpart, President Suharto,
recently. The idea was first brought up |last year by the | ate Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul Ghani with I ndonesian Foreign M nister
Ali Alatas who agreed to it in principle.

Kual a Linggi, at 29 kilonetres, is the closest point between Peninsul ar
Mal aysi a and | ndonesia. Wth Indonesia proposing to build a bridge from
Sumatra to Pulau Rupat in the east, the bridge fromthe Ml aysi an si de
need only be built up to Pulau Rupat.

Bearing this in mnd, it's little wonder why Datuk |brahi mDurum the
second-term State Assenbl yman for Kuala Linggi, is |obbying for his
constituency to be the site of the bridge. He clained that a survey of the
ocean fl oor between the two countries showed that the sea at the Kual a
Li nggi point was relatively shallow and thus suitable for constructing a
bri dge.

"Wth the proposed coastal hi ghway passing through areas in Kual a
Li nggi, the bridge would certainly conpl enent the devel opnent and expand
its tourismpotenti al

"Furthernmore, the |ate Mohd Zin had announced that the State Covernment
was willing to allocate a 80-hectare site for the bridge and a Governnent
compl ex housing the inmmgration and custons offices to oversee the
movenent of peopl e and goods," he said.

Stressing that the people nmust seize the opportunities that devel opnent
brings, |brahimsaid:

"The people of Kuala Linggi are still |agging behind economcally. M
task woul d be towards changing their mndset to seize the opportunities at
hand in order to inprove thenselves," he said.

He said nost of his constituents are involved in fishing and
agriculture-related activities.

| brahimtal ks of form ng some formof consortiumto ensure the
spillovers frommega projects would benefit the people. "This, the people
must do by thenselves as | would only be able to assist them by giving
advi ce," he said.

Apart from nega projects, |brahi mspeaks of a three-pronged strategy to
bring devel opnent to the area. These are pronoting tourismrelated
activities as well as capitalising on Kuala Linggi's white sandy beaches
and rich mangrove swanps; wooi ng snall and nedi um si zed i ndustries to set
up at its 380-hectare industrial zone; and, nodernising the agricultura
sector.

"Wth regards the SMs, 300 hectares are bei ng devel oped by the State
Devel opnent Corporation while the remai ning 80 hectares will be devel oped
by the Mal acca Foundation. ™"



Wth a popul ation of 20,000, Kuala Linggi is the nost popul at ed
constituency in Alor Gajah. It also has the highest nunber of hardcore
poor: some 39 fanmilies. OF this, there are 20 elderly single nothers who
are without proper jobs.

"These people would continue to need state assistance. State progranmes
like the recent distribution of Felcra shares should help their economc
wel | bei ng. "

According to I brahim coastal erosion is another problemwhich plagues
his constituency. He said about five kilonetres of beach starting from
Kual a Sungai Baru all the way down south to Kampung Tanj ung Dahan have
been affected. Already, millions have been spent by the Drainage and
Irrigation Departnment on a wall to sl ow down the erosion, he added.

"However, this is just a short-termsolution and a | onger one woul d be
to construct artificial islands |like the Pulau Mel aka to act as a barrier
agai nst the erosion.
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