11 MAR 1997

THOROUGH | NVESTI GATI ON | NTO HELI CRASH-- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today there will be a thorough investigation into the
hel i copter crash which killed Il eading industrialist Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnmad on
March 3.

He said the authorities would strive to establish the cause of the
crash.

The Agusta 109E owned by Gadek Aviation in which Yahaya and his wife
were travelling crashed at Kanpung Atong, Jeransang, Kuala Lipis while en
route to Kuala Terengganu to visit Yahaya's ailing nother. Also killed was
pil ot Azlizan Abdul Mnas.

Asked if there was a possibility of sabotage, Dr Mahathir said : "I
woul dn't see why anyone would want to sabotage the aircraft. Wy would
anybody want to kill him"

The Prine M nister was speaking to reporters after giving a briefing to
Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders on the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) and
soci al probl ens anpbng yout h.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Econonic Adviser to the
Government Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, BN Menbers of Parliament and state
assenbl ymen were also present at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre for the
briefing. -- BERNAMVA
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