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Thousands pay | ast respects to Yahaya (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - As Departnent of Civil Aviation investigators
scranbled to unravel the cause of the helicopter crash which killed Tan
Sri Yahaya Ahnmad, his wife and the pilot |ast night, the Terengganu-born
industrialist was given a final send-off befitting a national |eader in
hi s homet own of Marang this evening.

Thousands of people thronged the car czar's village hone shortly after
the coffins bearing the remains of Yahaya and his wife, Puan Sri Rohana
O hnman, 50, arrived fromKual a Lipis where the Agusta 109 Power helicopter
had crashed about 11pm

Roads | eading to and from Yahaya's house were choked with vehicles,
especially chartered buses.

Di versified Resources Berhad-H com Group, of which Yahaya was the
chai rman and chi ef executive officer, chartered a Boeing 737 to ferry
enpl oyees to Marang.

By early today, news of the death of the couple, who were on their way
to Kual a Terengganu | ast night to visit the 51-year-old business tycoon's
ai ling nother, had brought political |eaders, corporate figures, close
friends, relatives, and the public to the doorstep of the fam |y hone.

Anmong the dignitaries were the Sultan of Pahang, Sultan of Terengganu,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Ser
Anwar | brahim Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob, Terengganu
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad and Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Shahi dan Kassi m

Al so present were the Econonic Adviser to the Governnment Tun Dai m
Zai nuddin, Mnisters Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar,
Dat uk Must apa Mohaned and Dat uk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud and cor porate
| eaders Tan Sri Halim Saad and Tan Sri Wan Azmi Wan Hanzah.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali arrived
at Yahaya's fam |y house at 3.30pm acconpani ed by Wan Mokhtar and his wife
Toh Puan Ai shaitun Suhai m .

Anwar and his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail arrived at 5.10pm

After paying his |last respects, the Prime Mnister, who was visibly
upset, conveyed his condol ences to Yahaya's daughters Yatina, 24, and
Nadi ya, 13.

The couple were buried in a comon grave at the Marang Muslimcenetery
about 7pm

Yahaya's sons Ahmad O hrman, 22, and Ahnad Faez, 21, undergraduates at
Bi r mi ngham Uni versity, England, arrived at the cenetery at 7.35pmto join
their sisters at the funeral.

Ahmad Ot hman said both of themreached the Federal capital this
aft ernoon before rushing to Mrang.

The coupl e, who were keenly awaiting the arrival of their first
grandchild as Yatina was due to deliver soon, had spoken to their children
prior to last night's flight.

Yahaya's death stunned the corporate sector as he was seen as an
enbodi nent of Mal aysia's new y-found confidence as an industrialising
power and a shining exanple of the rising class of successful Bunmiputera
busi nessnen.

The pilot, Mej Azlizan Abdul Manas, who had just joined Gadek Aviati on,
a conpany |inked to Yahaya and whi ch operates the Agusta 109 Power
helicopter, |ast Decenber, was buried at 6pmat the Bagan Mislimcenetery



i n Muki mDua, Batu Pahat.

A l1l4-year veteran with the Royal Ml aysian Air Force, he was descri bed
as very capabl e, having been a helicopter instructor pilot and a Nuri
hel i copt er squadron | eader

News of the crash was flashed in today's edition of The Malay Miil and
Hari an Metro, the afternoon English and Bahasa Ml aysi a tabl oi ds, which
reported the aircraft went missing at mdnight and the bodies of the three
bei ng found early this norning by Kual a Lipis police.

This nmorning, listed conpani es connected with Yahaya requested
suspensi on on the Kual a Lunmpur Stock Exchange until further notice.

The conpani es i ncluded H com Hol di ngs, Diversified Resources Bhd, Col den
Phar os, Kedah Cenent, Perusahaan O onobil Nasi onal Bhd, Edaran O onbi l
Nasi onal , Gadek Mal aysi a, Gadek Capital and Eastern Pacific Industrial
Cor por ati on.

Al'l conpanies |inked to Yahaya will be closed until Mnday as a sign of
respect.

Meanwhi | e, the DCA has appointed a four-man teamto investigate the
crash.

The teamis | ed by Captain Yahaya Abdul Rahman fromthe flight
operations division with the assistance of three engi neers.

"The investigation is going to be conplex and tedious ... it wll
probably take a week before we can have the prelimnary findings," DCA
director-general Zaini Omar told newsnmen at the crash site.

Efforts to piece together the | ast seconds of the crash were expected to
be a difficult task considering the Agusta 109 Power helicopter is not
equi pped with a "black box", conprising the flight data and voice
recorders.

(In commercial jetliners, the voice recordi ng equi pment records the
final conversation between the control tower and pilot prior to a crash,
giving sone indication to investigators on what coul d have transpired
before a crash, while the flight data recorder provides the aircraft's
performance data |i ke speed, height and direction).

Zaini said it was premature to confirmif the helicopter had experienced
engi ne troubl e.

He said police confirned sighting the weckage of the helicopter at
Kanpung Sungai Damek, at 1.33amtoday, about 25 nautical mles southwest
of Kual a Lipis.

He said the radar controller at the DCA Air Traffic Control Centre in
Subang | ost contact with the helicopter at 11.15pm yesterday.

"The radar controller sawthe aircraft circling the area before it
di sappeared fromthe radar screen,” he said.

It took off fromthe Seganmbut helipad in Kuala Lunmpur at 10.45pmand it
was scheduled to arrive in Kual a Terengganu about 11.52pm

"There was no indication that the helicopter pilot was facing engine
problem as there was no "May Day' (distress signal) call," he said.

Upon | oss of radar contact with the helicopter, the Kuala Lunmpur Rescue
Co-ordination Centre was activated and it inmedi ately | aunched search and
rescue operations.

The 109 Power, believed to have rolled out of the Agusta SpA factory in
Rone, Italy, in March | ast year, was delivered initially to Mfaz Air
which is responsible for marketing the aircraft in Ml aysia.

It was one of three 109 Power npdels, sold to Gadek Aviation | ate | ast
year. The conpany operates fromthe Seganbut heli pad.

The other two, 109C nodels, are believed to have been sold by Mdfaz to a
ti mber tycoon in Pahang and a private hospital in Kuala Lunpur.

On clainms nmade by villagers that they heard two expl osions before the
hel i copter crashed, Zaini said the teamwould verify themafter anal ysing



t he wr eckage.

"The residents told us the aircraft was spluttering in the air with the
sound of the engine being turned on and off.

"About 30 seconds | ater they heard an expl osion foll owed by anot her soon
after.”

Prior to the departure, Yahaya and wife had attended a di nner for forner
Mal ay Col | ege Kual a Kangsar students and teachers at Anwar's residence in
Kual a Lunpur.

It is learnt that the nost hazardous stretch of the journey was to clear
the aircraft over the Main Range, which the pilot did just before 11pm

The pilot was flying about 3,000 netres before he began to descend to
about 2,000 netres when the radar blip denoting the aircraft's position on
screen at the Subang Air Traffic Control Centre di sappeared.

At about the sane tinme, villagers alerted the police on their sighting
of an aircraft which appeared to be having trouble and had crashed, said
Pahang police chi ef Datuk Abas Johar

A 25-strong police teamwas sent to the scene and by 1.30amtoday, the
charred renmmi ns of Yahaya, his wife and Azlizan were found.

When policenen and firenmen arrived at the scene, the helicopter weckage
was bur ni ng.

They conbed the area and found a pair of woman's shoes, believed to
bel ong to Rohana, and Azlizan's briefcase.

He said the DCA would request the arnmy to carry out a sweep of the area
to ensure all pieces of the weckage were accounted for.

( END)
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