12/ 09/ 1997

Threat of Qpposition exploiting prayer sernmons ~under control

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Dr Abdul Hamid Ohman said today the threat of Friday prayer sernons being
used by the Opposition to spread its propaganda i s under control.

He sai d nosques were under the tight scrutiny of the State Religi ous
Departnents and texts for Friday prayer sernons were screened before being
del i vered.

"Claims that the majority of nmosques in this country are under the
i nfl uence of Pas are not true.

"These clainms were made by peopl e who do not understand that not
everybody who comments on religious issues, laced with political
undertones, is a Pas nenber."

Abdul Ham d was speaking after officiating at the cl osing cerenony of
the National Sem nar on Information Technol ogy in Islamc Education 1997
at Pusat Islam

He al so denied clains that the Federal Territory Religi ous Departnent
had been | ackadaisical in its control of nbsques which resulted in nore
than 90 per cent of them being controlled by Pas.

Abdul Hanmid was referring to the speech by Umo Batu divisional head
Dat uk Aznman Attar at the recent Umo General Assenbly who urged action
agai nst the religious departnent over the natter.

"The problemwas actually caused by invited speakers who had not
prepared a text before delivering their sernons and then used the
opportunity to vent their anger over Governnent policies.”

He added that directives had been i ssued to nosques in the Federa
capital to ensure that only approved texts were delivered by invited
speakers during Friday prayer sernons.

On the use of information technology in Islamc education, Abdul Hamd
said the approach should be focused not only on howto use it as an
educational tool but also in building a defence against its negative
i nfl uences.

He sai d negative influences, found particularly on the Internet, could
only be checked t hrough better enphasis on self-censorship which could be
encour aged by religious and noral education.

"Material found on the Internet is very hard to regulate and we need to
buil d our own defences against this nenace and not rely solely upon the
Governnent to take action.™

Abdul Ham d however, said the Government was taking all steps possible
to counter negative influences.

"For exanple, we are aware that there are materials which contain
devi ati oni st teachings on the Internet.

"To counter this, Pusat Islam the Ml aysian |Islani c Devel opnent
Department and ot her rel ated agenci es have forned an action comittee to
set up hone pages on the Internet which contain accurate infornmation about
Islam"

Abdul Ham d said the Governnent's approach to such probl ens enphasi sed
educating the public rather than enforcing |l aws and regul ations that could
create a repressive at nosphere.

"Qur approach was to | ook at the broader picture especially when
tackling such issues.

"This | feel has been successful based on the inprovenent in the
under standi ng of religious and noral sentinments in the country."



Abdul Ham d also nade it clear that it was the same nessage conveyed by
the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Mbhathir Mohamad in his speech during the
recent Umo General Assenbly.

"When the Prime Mnister nentioned the need for us to expand our focus
on religious matters, we nust not m sunderstand this as a nessage whi ch
belittles issues such as the aurat.

"W should instead realise that there is a bigger agenda that needs to
be tackled in the devel opnment of Islamand over enphasis of a particular
i ssue such as aurat could be unhealthy in this respect."”

( END)
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