05 JAN 1997
Ri vers- Resettl e
THREE STATES RESPOND TO CALL TO RESETTLE RI VER BANK RESI DENTS

PULAU PI NANG, Jan 5 (Bernamm) -- Three states -- Pulau Pinang, Johor
and Mel aka -- have responded to the prime mnister's call to resettle
people living on river banks to safer areas.

Pul au Pinang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said that so far
the banks of Sungai Pinang on the island and Sungai Muda in Seberang Per ai
Ut ara had been identified for the purpose.

He said over 100 Jalan P.Ram ee residents living by the banks of Sunga
Pi nang had been transferred to nearby |onghouses for flood mitigation works
in the area which was frequently hit by flash floods.

They would be resettled in flats built by the Pulau Pinang |slanic
Affairs Departnent when the project was conpleted, he told reporters after
the opening of the Tanjung Bunga Water Activities Centre by Yang Dipertua
Negeri Tun Dr Handan Shei kh Tahir,

Residents in areas identified as dangerous would be resettled
i medi ately to enable the Drainage and Irrigation Departnment to carry out
flood mtigation works, he said when comrenting on Datuk Dr Mahathir
Moharmed' s suggestion that new regulations be drafted to prohibit
settlenments along river banks.

Most of the areas along Sungai Miuda had been identified as not so
dangerous although they experienced annual floods, he said.

In JOHOR BAHARU, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the upper
reaches of Sungai Miar in Segamat had been identified as fl ood-prone and
efforts would be nade to resettle the residents.

Anot her reason for resttling residents was the depleting fish resources
in the rivers, he said.

He said the affected residents should be given a choice to venture into
other fields, |ike developnent, for their own good.

He said the state governnent was also resettling the orang asli in
several settlenments in Segamat and Kl uang which were prone to floods and
| andsl i des.

Several settlements along Sungai Pontian were also involved in the
resettlement exercise in view of the depleting fish resources in these
areas, he added.

In MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk seri Mhaned Zin Abdul Ghani said the
state governnment would conduct a conprehensive study of settlenents al ong
river banks to prevent tragedies in the event of flash floods.

He said the state executive council would discuss the matter at its
weekly mneetings and new areas would be opened for the affected residents if
resettl ement was necessary.

The local authorities would be directed to submit reports on people
living by the river banks in every district to enable the state governnent
to determne the nunber of famlies and the areas involved, he said. --
BERNANMA
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