04/ 07/ 1997

Three-nonth festival “~good way to experience culture, traditions

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The best way to understand a community and a nation
is by experiencing its culture and traditions, a concept that organisers
of the Japanese Festival hope to introduce to Ml aysi ans.

"There is nore to Japan than its econom c success,” Mnister at the
Japanese Enbassy Toshiro Ozawa told a news conference today. "W hope to
relay the Japanese thought, m ndset and outl ook towards life."

The Japanese Festival, to be held fromJuly 11 to Cct 11, will have 19
activities.

Speaki ng at the Japan Cultural Centre here, Ozawa said the festival
woul d start with an exhibition and slide | ecture by Japan's forenpst
contenporary artist |Ikuo H rayama on July 11

About 30 water colour and ink paintings by Hirayana, a survivor of the
Hi roshina atom c bonb, will be on display at the Sogo Shopping Centre.

A large Bon Qdori, the Japanese sunmer festival dance, has al so been
pl anned with organi sers expecting 30,000 people to join in, naking it
possi bly the Iargest Bon Cdori in the world, on July 19 at the Matsushita
Sports Conpl ex.

A special Urasenke tea cerenony will also be held by Prof Soshi Sen, the
16th hereditary Grand Tea Master of the Urasenke tradition of tea
drinking, which Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has been
invited to attend.

There will al so be an ai ki do denpnstrati on by Kyoichi Inoue, the highest
ranki ng ai ki doka of the Yoshi nkan School of Aikido (9th dan) at Putra
Wrl d Trade Centre on Sept 27.

For music lovers, there will be a debut performance in Ml aysia by Kenji
WAt anabe on Sept 6-7, the Kanazawa Concert Orchestra Ensenble on Sept 30
and Asian Music Scene on Cct 11 featuring Zai nal Abidin, Jacky Cheung of
Hong Kong and Di ck Lee of Singapore.

Exhi bi tions include the "Sharaku: Interpreted by Japan's Contenporary
Artists” featuring interpretations of highly artistic wood bl ock prints of
kabuki actors by 18th century artist Toshusai Sharaku.

O her exhibitions include the Asian Cartoon Exhi bition which features a
90- pi ece col l ection of Asian cartoons.

O her activities include an i kebana (Japanese fl ower arrangenent)
exhi bition and denonstration, origam (paper art) workshop, a film
festival featuring award wi nning novies, and the Sansa Odori dance
festival

For nore information call the Japan Information Service at 03-2427044 or
2427928.
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