18/ 11/ 1997

Ting: National tree-planting target likely to be achi eved

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Housing and Local CGovernnent Mnistry is
confident that the National Tree-Planting Canpaign will meet its first-
year target of 750,000 trees.

Its mnister, Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh, called on all parties concerned to
redoubl e efforts at greening the environment as the | astest progress
report submtted by all States showed the canpai gn had achi eved 57 per
cent of the target for the first year.

He sai d based on the report, the overall response to the project was
encour agi ng and there had been an inproverent on the nunber of trees
pl anted by the States.

The figure, he said, did not include commercial tree planting which
included mllions of trees.

"According to the report, as at Nov 8, 427,689 trees had been pl anted
nati onw de.

"Therefore, to neet the target of 20 million trees by 2020, al
Mal aysi ans must play their part," said Ting.

Speaking after the prize presentation cerenony for the National
Landscapi ng and C eanl i ness conpetition, he said Perlis, Johor, Kedah and
Pahang had even exceeded the target.

Ting was reported on Nov 5 as saying that only three States nationw de
had met nore than 50 per cent of the targeted nunber

The m nister, who was di smayed with sonme State Governnments whi ch had
showed no concern for the tree-planting canpai gn, had asked the States to
gi ve explanations for their failure to neet the target as well as file
reports every three nonths on the progress of the canpaign

But after the cerenony today, Ting said the apparent poor show reported
earlier was due to the States not filing reports when asked to do so by
the National Landscape Depart nent.

In view of this, he said |ocal authorities nust step up its nonitoring
activities and co-ordi nate a nore conprehensive programre for the
canpai gn.

He said the nationw de tree-pl anting canpai gn, |aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on March 3, shoul d be viewed by
everyone as a joint effort anong the Governnent, voluntary organi sations,
the private sector and the peopl e.

Ting said RM00 million was all ocated under the Seventh Mal aysia Pl an
for the | andscapi ng and greeni ng progranre.

Qut of this figure, RML10 million is for |andscapi ng works and pl anting
of trees.

"Since early |l ast year, we have used 10 per cent of the RML10 million
for landscaping and planting trees in areas such as public parks,
ri verbanks, near beaches, on governnent |and al ong roads and i n housi ng
estates," he said.

Earlier, Ting said the National Landscapi ng and Cl eanliness conpetition
had created public awareness on cl eanliness and beautifying the
envi ronnent.
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