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Time now for all to bridge religion, science and technol ogy

Dr Abu Bakar Abdul Mj eed

TH S nonth, two seemingly unrelated international events took place in
Mal aysi a. Both enjoyed great success. The first was the Langkaw
International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition or Lima '97.

The aerial displays of the Royal Ml aysian Air Force and Red Arrow teans
were some of the major highlights of the biennial event. The six-day
exhibition attracted nore than 90 exhibitors and participants fromover 40
countries. There were 85 aircraft, 60 pleasure craft and 50 ships on
di spl ay.

Besi des t he grandeur of the aerobatics and excitenent of the maritine
show, nmore solenn activities were conducted on | and. Twenty nenoranda of
under st andi ng were si gned between vari ous conpani es, involved mainly in
t he busi ness of materials technol ogy, aeronautics, and comuni cati ons.

The second, albeit nore subtle, event was the 39th International Al-
Quran Reciters Assenbly or IQRA. This year's thene was "CGood norality
ensures peace for ummh". To produce a society with good norality, its
menbers shoul d be actively involved in the process of |earning, education
and trai ni ng. Know edge- seeki ng becones i nperati ve.

Thus, the focus of the recitations was on the inportance of know edge as
the neans to i nprove the thinking power of Miuslims. This is deened to be
vital as we enbark on our journey to build a strong civilization in the
digital age.

Among t he numer ous pages of the Holy Quran recited by the 45
partici pants throughout the week-1ong assenbly, were verses 77-79 from
Surah al - Nahl, which neans, "To All ah bel ongs the nystery of the heavens
and the earth. And the decision of judgnent is as the tw nkling of any
eye, or even quicker. For Allah has power over all things. It is He Wo
brought you forth fromthe wonbs of your nothers when you knew not hi ng.
And He gave you hearing and sight and intelligence and affection. That you
may give thanks to Allah. Do they not | ook at the birds, held poised in
the mdst of the air and the sky? Nothing holds themup but the power of
Al'lah. Verity in this are signs of those who believe."

These beautiful words are a source of inspiration for Muslins to
persevere in the quest of know edge. Al know edge bel ongs to Al lah. Man
have been brought into the world in a state of "zero-know edge". However,
t hey have been bestowed with the basic faculties of |istening, seeing,

t hi nki ng and feeling.

The use of sound, sight and thought described in these verses is not
unli ke that currently applied in the field of nultinedia, an inportant arm
of information technol ogy. Thus, we should nmake full use of infornmation
technol ogy. We nust however couple that with our thoughts and feelings in
order to ensure that it is used in the correct |slanic perspective.

Real ising the strong |ink between religion and science and technol ogy,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his nmessage to the 39th
| QRA said: "The present rapid devel opnent in the field of science and
technol ogy is nmaking the world smaller, or better known as the borderl ess
world. In facing this devel opnment, Mislins shoul d not be negative but
i nstead shoul d be pro-active by nmaking full use of the available
opportunities. The devel opnment of information technol ogy and the
mul ti medi a storm ng throughout the world today shoul d be wel coned
positively. Islamand its followers can gain a lot if they are smart
enough to nake use of the devel opnent of information technol ogy and



mul timedia to their advantage."

In Islam know edge and science are synonynous. During the zenith of
Islamic civilization from750 ADto 1050 AD, a high level of understanding
and achi evenent by Muslimscientists in various disciplines, such as
physi cs, mathematics, chem stry and nedi ci ne, was recorded. However,
science during that era was closely associated with religion. Even the
Prophet Muhamrmad (peace be upon hinm) was reported as saying, "the study of
sci ence has the value of fasting, the teaching of science, the val ue of
prayer".

Thomas Cl eary penned these words in The Essential Quran: "One aspect of
Islamthat is unexpected yet appealing to the post-Christian secular mnd
is the harnmonious interplay of faith and reason. |slamdoes not derand
unreasoned belief. Rather it invites intelligent faith, growing from
observation, reflection and contenpl ation, beginning with nature and what
is all around us. Antagoni smbetween religion and science such as that
famliar to Westerners is foreign to |Islam

"I'n the post-Christian West, where thinking people, including scientists
t hensel ves, once nore are seeking solutions to the difficulties created by
the Christian divorce between religion and science, the Quran offers a way
to explore an attitude that fully enbraces the quest for know edge and
understanding that is the essence of science, while at the sanme tine, and
i ndeed for the sane reasons, fully enbraces the awe, humility, reverence,
and consci ence wi t hout which the humanki nd does indeed go too far in
considering itself to be self-sufficient."

Can religion and science and technol ogy neet? A study on "the |evel of
awar eness, perception and acceptance of science and technol ogy anong
Mal aysi ans" conduct ed under the auspices of the Ml aysi an Sci ence and
Technol ogy Information Centre, Mnistry of Science, Technol ogy and the
Envi ronnent, in August 1994, attracted 5,031 respondents. In view of the
thesis that there is a dichotony between science and religion; and the
proposition that religion has no role to play in the scientific quest,
this statenment has been included in the study: "science does not consider
religion and ethics". The majority of the respondents appear to di sagree
with this statenent.

Rel i gi ous schol ars and scientists, with an intact tradition of know edge
and belief, are in an excellent position to bridge religion and science
and t echnol ogy.

In actual fact, Lima '97 and the 39th | QRA are cl ear manifestations of
the undi sputabl e I'ink between religion and science and technol ogy, which
has contributed both to the social well-being and econom ¢ devel oprment of
soci ety.

Rel i gi on and sci ence and technol ogy can exist in tandem They are not at
opposite roles of objectivity and subjectivity. It is tinme to begin a new
and creative interaction between religion and sci ence and technol ogy.
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